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A DRESSING FOR FRACTURE. 





BY B. W. STONE, M.D., HOPKINSVILLE, KY. 


The general surgeon, occasionally, has to deal with cases of 
fracture, where his dressings are constantly liable to disturbance. 
This is the case when the subject is an epileptic; or is laboring 
under any form of delirium. Even an intemperate person may 
become intoxicated, and remove dressings from a fractured limb. 
A patient under my care, whilst a resident graduate at the Louis- 
ville City Hospital, who had suffered fracture during a spree, be- 
came drunk twice, whilst undergoing treatment, and destroyed all 
the appliances used, making her case a much more serious one. 

Without mentioning any other classes, the insane are especially 
troublesome in this regard. A very large proportion of them 
will attempt to remove, or at least, disturb any sort of surgical 
apparatus placed upon them. Even an idiot will, often do so. 
Especially if the appliances are cumbrous or uncomfortable. 

With all such patients as the foregoing, dressings much stronger 
than the most substantial in ordinary use, should be employed. In 


fractures of the limbs, I think the follnwing simple plan uf dress- 
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ing, which I have used in this asylum, is deserving of considera- 
tion: After the fragments are brought into apposition, I secure 
them by two layers of the roller with splints of bookbinder’s 
board between, (as ordinarily recommended) ; outside of this dress- 
ing is placed a wooden side-splint, deeply hollowed out on the side 
next to the limb, which is retained in position by straps of tinned 
iron cr sheet iron; these encircle both the limb and splint, and 
are securely fastened with screws to the latter. The straps should 
be from an inch and a half to three inches in width,.and should be 
covered with cloth.* In fractures of the forearm, of course, pre- 
caution should be taken to keep the.two bones separate. The 


splint also is posterior here. 
This dressing is easily applied, the materials are cheaply ob- 


tained, it is light enough, is comfortably worn, and is certainly 


eminently secure against ordinaty accident. 
I used this plan, with gratifying results, in the case of an insane 


man, with fracture of the tibia and fibula, who had previously re- 
moved three strong, starched bandages. The last one he removed 
during the eleventh night, after the occurrence of fracture, to ac- 
complish which he had loosed his hands from well-applied leathern 
straps, which bound them to his bedrails. When observed next 
day the fragments were entirely ununited. On account of the 
extensive laceration of tissue, in the neighborhood of the fracture, 
indicated by the ecchymosis present, a starched bandage was used 
in this case, and a window made in this, through which to observe 
the condition of the leg, a corresponding inter-space, of course, 
was left between the overlying straps of metal. The patient re- 
covered, without the slightest shortening of his limb. 
Western Lunatic Asylum, of Ky., Sept. 18, 1872. 





ELECTRO-MAGNETISM IN CHRONIC DISEASES. 





BY A. DONALD, M.D., OF LOUISIANA. 


Messrs. Editors :—In answer to your request, as to the use of 
Electricity in the treatment of diseases, I have some experience 
and observation, having used it more or less for twenty-five years, 
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and Iam free to say that I have cured many cases of Chronic 
affections, that Z cowld not have cured. without it. I can see no 
reason why Electro-Magnetism should not be regarded as the vital 
force in the animal economy, since we can prove to a demonstra- 
tion that it often performs the office of the vital force. In all 
chronic diseases, there is a want of vital force. This we assume 
to be true; and may it not bea fact that we often fail to cure the 
disease because we do not supply the necessary amount of the 
vital element? We wait upon the system to appropriate our 
tonics and stimulants, under the hope that they will supply and 
arouse the vital activity so as to induce a state of health, but how 
often is it that we see the case, under this course (no matter how 
well directed) going still lower? But since nature moves slowly, and 
continuously, can we not here learn a lesson, and imitate her laws, 
and where we find a want of vital force in a part, there supply 
electricity often and slowly. 


In the vegetable kingdom we see this force acting slowly ; first 
the germ, then the bud, the leaf, and the flower; and we observe 
nothing hasty in all this, but when we take a case of chronic dis- 
ease, how often is it that even when electricity is used, it is done 
inso much haste, with only a few applications, and the patient is 
not cured, that the remedy is laid aside, as of no use? ‘This is 
not according to natural law, and therefore, it is of no use. The 
following case will demonstrate what perseverance and patience 
may accomplish. On the 1st of January, 1869, I was called to 
see Mrs. S——, who was suffering with an enlarged spleen, of 
nine years’ standing. It was the largest one that I had ever seen. 
She informed me that during that time several physicians had 
given her medicine for months, but that no benefit had resulted 
from the medicines taken. I took the case more for the experi- 
ment than with the belief that I should succeed. With one of 
Jerome Kidder’s batteries, I commenced the application of elec- 
tricity, by placing the positive pole on the nape of the neck, and 
made the connection by moving my right hand over the spleen, 
and cuntinued one hour every day. I kept the bowels open with 
one pill given every other night, composed as follows: Podo- 
phyllin, gr. $; Leptandrin, gr.i; Asclepin, gr. 3. Thus, in two 
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months and a half, by daily applications of one hour each, and 
the use of the pill, I had the pleasure of seeing this ledy cured of 
an enlarged spleen, which had resisted what was regarded as the 
best treatment in such cases. 

I have reported this case to show that in some extremely low 
and morbid cases, that something more than the ordinary remedies 
of the Materia Medica, 7s needed to arouse vital action and restore 
the normal condition im a part. 

If you should think my suggestions about going slow and con- 
tinuously with electricity, and the report of the above ease, worth 
anything, use it, otherwise cast it aside. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 





CanaBa, Datias Co., Axa. August 10th, 1872. 
Editors Companion, Atlanta, Georgia. 

GENTLEMEN :—Thinking you would like to hear from this 
part of the world, I herewith submit to the pages of your valuable 
journal a report of a case that came under my observation in the 
city of Mobile. On the 15th of June last, I had the pleasure of 
an invitation from Dr. J. T. Gilmore, Alabama’s gifted surgeon, 
to visit a Spaniard, aged 67 years, on the corner of Bayon near 
Conti streets, and witness the removal of the tongue. 

The operation was performed with Dr. Nott’s Rectilineal Ecra- 
seur. An incision was made through the centre of the lower lip 


and extended to the hyoid bone, and then with a chain saw-divided 


the inferior maxilla through the symphasis, then detached the 
tongue from the lower jaw and applied Dr. Nott’s Rectilineal 
Ecraseur, by the aid of which it was removed as far back as the 
palatine and without the loss of blood, the patient being anzsthe- 
tized during the entire operation, which was performed for cancer 
of the tongue, deeply seated in the muscular structure of the or- 
gan, the disease extending from the attachment of the organ to 
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the lower jaw back to its dorsum. After the Eeraseur was removed 
I looked for hemorrhage, as this is one of the bloodiest of opera- 
tions, but there was none. No use for a ligature. The necessary 
bandages were applied, ete. After fully reacting from the anzs- 
thetic, he conversed freely with his friends and family, who were 
as much surprised as myself to hear him talk; they asked him 
many questions, and his answers were interpreted, but as we did 
not understand the Spanish language sufficiently to carry on a 
conversation, we cannot say how good his articulation was. A 
small portion of morphze sulph. was ordered. Food directed to 
be administered by means ef a tube, and as we were about to re- 
tire the poor fellow grasped the surgeon by the hand with both of 
his, and from his continued talk, emphesis and expression of 
every feature, I felt satisfied he was trying to manifest his grati- 
tude to his benefacter. 

On our arrival at the office another case, if I recollect, a Mobil- 
ian, aged fifty-five years, presented himself for examination. He 
had had half of his tongue cut off just two (2) weeks before for 
the same cause ; the wound had healed entirely.. I had consid- 
erable conversation with him. He had an impediment, however, 
which showed some defect in the organs of speech, though no 
one would suppose for one moment, he had lost half of his tongue. 
On the 19th of June Dr. G. invited me to take a seat in his buggy 
and see the Spaniard. I did so, found the wound healing by the 
first intention, and the temporal pain from which he had suf- 
fered so long and severely, was now relieved, and although he had 
taken severe cold, I think the chances are all in his favor for a 
speedy recovery. 

Another patient presented himself in May, to pay his respects to 
Dr. G., who had his entire tongue taken off two years ago: Since 
writing the above I learn the Spaniard has recovered. The other 
case, aged 55, died several days since, with pneumonia. The 
Ecraseur of Dr. Nott deserves special mention. It is simple 
enough to look at, yet it took his brain to conceive the idea of the 
formation of such an instrument; he has certainly done much to 
alleviate suffering humanity. Dr. Gilmore sueceeds him in Mobile. 
He is a middle aged man, a courteous and dignified gentleman; a 
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thorough anatomist; a surgeon; a fearless, yet cautious operator. 
Hoping I have not trespassed too much on your space, and with 
many wishes for the success of your valuable journal, I remain, 


gentlemen, very truly, yours, 
E. M. Vasser, M. D. 





FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 


BY A. W. CALHOUN, M. D.. 

One of the most dangerous, and yet when timely handled, one ° 
of the most yielding manifestations of that loathsome disease 
Syphilis, is that particular result of the systematic poison which 
locates itself upon the Iris and is known by the above name. 
Iritis, when not dependent upon any constitutional cause, in short, 
when idiopathic, is an enemy, whose approach is well to be dreaded, 
since its powers of destruction are so familiarly known—but when 
following upon a general syphilitic affection, and further, when 
combined with that peculiar characteristic new growth from the 
substance of the Iris, contributing to the disease the very appro- 
priate additional distinguishing name ‘“Gummosa,” then it be- 
comes a matter of the gravest concern to the afflicted individual, 
whose vision is in the most imminent peril, and to preserve which 
the most energetic measures must be brought into immediate 
use. 

Iritis gummosa belongs to the symptoms which present them- 
selves early in the secondary stage of syphilis, and is often ac- 
companied, or preceded, by condglomata upon different parts of 
the body, or by a generel maculous or papulous eruption, These 
companions, so to speak, of the Iritis, serve as guides to direct us 
instantly to a minute and positive diagnosis, but were none of these 
diagnostic aids present and nothing but the intensely inflamed 
eye itself before us, the picture is so clear and the disease so 
prominent and characteristic as to bear its own name upon its face 
and to warn us of the threatening danger. 

Upon examining the eye, we find all the appearances of an or- 
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dinary Iritis, such as redness and sometimes swelling of the lids, 
a copious secretion and mostly excessive photophobia, the vessels 
of the conjunctiva bulbi filled to the utmost, the cornea surrounded 
by the injected ciliary vessels forming a complete circle, the cor: 
nea itself of a cloudy, smoked appearance, and the aqueous humor 
opaque, often containing floating flakes of exudation. The Iris is 
discolored, assuming different; hues dependent upon its original 
color, much swollen and upon or near its pupillary margin, a tumor 
of greater or less size, distorting the already narrowed pupil and, 
jutting forward into the already diminished anterior chamber, to- 
wards the posterior surface of the cornea. , This tumor decides at 
once the character of the inflammation, for with very few excep, 
tions, it exists only in Iritis, resulting from syphilis, The seat of 
this “gumma,” is mostly on or near the pupillary edge and, con- 
sists, as has been fully established by anatomical investigations, of 
an outgrowth from the parenchyma of the Iris, and is somewhat 
of that soft or gummy character peculiar to Syphilitic Gummata 
upon the surface of the body. 

Often it is the case that the growth is remarkably rapid, yet in in 
its increase it is never slow. Not unfrequently we find patients 
who themselves, after a. few days inflammation of, the. eye, dis- 
cover that in addition to the other appearances the Iris itself is 
swollen and that on a certain spot something abnormal exists, and 
are probably the first induced to seek medical aid. 


Seldom does the surgeon see his patient before the complete 
development of the disease, (which requires but a few days) when 
he finds, as before said; besides the usual accompaniments of an 
Tritis, situated upon the margin of the pupil and projecting into 
the anterior chamber, a pale yellow, or yellowish red, more or less 
broad-based tumor, some portions of which are almost transpa- 
rent, and passing over and through which are plainly tobe seen 
blood-vessels of different size. This is quite plain to the naked 
eye, but if we concentrate, the light from a lamp or even that from 
a window by means of a double convex lens, and thus throw it, in 
a focus upon the cornea, moving it, from side to side we obtain an 
exquisite view of the diseased process, and, are also readily en- 
abled to distinguish the senechiz between the anterior capsule of 
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the lens and the posterior surface of the pupillary margin of the 
Iris, which, to a greater or less extent always take place, even in 
the first days existence of Iritis gummosa, and which when re- 
cent and not extensive, often escape the observer’s glance, unless 
aided by the focal light or by the effects of Atropine. 

By ophthalmoscopic examination we discover nothing differing 
materially from the changes of a common or idiopathic Iritis, viz: 
a diffused opacity of the cornea, aqueous and vitreous humors, 
éete., which not seldom, separately or together become so opaque 
as to prevent the passage of any rays of light through them, and 
thus, for the time, prohibiting our observations of the interior of 
the ball. 

Under timely and suitable treatment these gummata, as a rule, 
and the anterior senechiz (again to be spoken of), oftentimes 
vanish as rapidly as they appeared, leaving no traces behind them, 
aside from a discoloration of the Iris on the spot previously occu- 
pied by the tumor. But sometimes, when neglected, and occasion- 
ally also, but, fortunately, in very rare instances, when under the 
best management, the gumma continues to increase till the entire 
anterior chamber is filled and the tumor presses forward and upon 
the cornea, the Iris taking on suppurative inflammation, causing 
hypopium, and finally, some of the anterior coats of the eye giv- 
ing way under pressure and inflammation, a rupture ensues and 
the whole process ends in Phthisis Bulbi. 

Such a sad termination, though one of the rarest, should further 
stimulate us to an early and active attack upon the disease. 


Nor is the affection confined to the adult alone, for there are 
instances, though seldom, where the sins of the parent are dis- 
closed by the sudden outspringing uf Iritis Syphilitica with gum- 
ma, in the child. It is a well known and extremely pleasant fact, 
that Iritis of any kind in children, belong to the most seldom of 
all diseases, and to further illustrate its rarity, I mention that 
amongst several thousand patients coming into the Clinics of Profs. 
Arlt & Jaeger in the last few months, only one such case has pre- 
sented itself which was that of a little girl eight years of age, 
who had a truly typical specimen of the Iritis gammosa upon the 
right eye. That the tumor was the result of a specific inflamma- 
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tion, could not be doubted, since, aside from the appearances upon 
the Iris, a yellowish red projecting gumma, which alone plainly 
declared its nature, the fact was undoubtedly established by fur- 


ther symptoms. 
Noteworthy is it that the disease is observed only exceptionally 


amongst females—such instances being comparatively few, either 
in the different eye departments or in the extensive syphilitic 
wards or in the wards devoted to skin diseases under the manage- 
ment of Prof. Hebra, where daily an immense number of cases 
are treated for the multitude of troubles resulting from syphilis 
in its various stages. The more constant exposure of males to 
outside hurtful infuences with which females are but seldom 
brought in contact, may act as a further predisposing cause in the 


former. 
The non-syphilitic form of gumma does now and then come be- 


fore us, but such is an exception. A few days ago, in the Clinic 
of Prof. Jaeger, two cases were placed before us, in one of which 
an excellent example of Iritis gummosa was seen, but from which 
everything of a specific nature was excluded, not a single trace of 
syphilis being found or of its ever having existed. In the other 
was a developed type of syphilitic Iritis, with no symptom what- 
ever of a gumma having once been present or about to form. 
These two cases were shown to demonstrate the two facts, that 
Iritis gummosa can occur regardless of syphilis, and that Iritis 
syphilitica takes place without being complicated by the presence 


of a gumma. 
Although the ordinary syphilitic form of Iritis often occurs 


upon both eyes at the same time or with but a short interval be- 
tween its appearance upon the one or the other side, yet fortu- 
nately the complication with gummata confines itself mostly to one 
eye, but few cases being reported in which both at once were 
similarly affected. This freedom of one eye may be simply acci- 
dental, for no valid reasons exist why one syphilitic Iris should be 
more exempt from such a complication than the other, which may 
be likewise suffering from the constitutional taint, or why the gum- 
mata should not simultaneously spring out from both Irides, each 
of which may be equally saturated with the constitutional 
disease. 
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Why this disease is so dangerous to vision and demands such 
prompt treatment is perfectly evident to any one who has had 
many such cases come before him and watched their progress even 
under the wisest management, or who may have had an opportu-* 
nity of observing the termination of such or even non-specific 
Iritis when neglected or mismanaged. We well know how pro- 
lific in plastic exudation the Iris is when in an inflamed state, and 
how prone, through this exudation, the posterior surface, and 
especially the pupillary margin of the same is, to form adhesions 
(senechiz) with the anterior capsule of the lens.. And further, 
we at once see, aside from other evils, that with an abnormal, ex- 
tremely narrowed pupil and with firm posterior connections pre- 
venting its proper dilatation, that the vision, toa certain extent, 
is already impaired. But were this all, we might soon rid our- 
selves, as well as the interested individual of any undue concern, 
but often this is but the forerunner of still greater disasters. In 
the specific “‘gummosa” form of the inflammation, the exudation 
is equally, if not more profuse than in the idiopathic, and is of 
such a nature as to firmly hold in contact all surfaces where it 
forms the connecting medium. 


A growth of the Iris and anterior capsule, together, even to the 
slightest extent, can become a source of great trouble to the 
patient, from a frequent return of a light attack of Iritis. But 
the tendency is to a circular or ring form growth or senechia, that 
is, a union between the posterior surface of the Iris in the entire 
circumference of the pupillary margin, and the adjoining lenticu- 
lar capsule., Under such circumstances a great fountain of evil 
is continually present, for in the narrowing of the pupil, during 
the acute stage of the inflammation, the radiating fibres of the 
Iris are put upon the stretch, and becoming united to the anterior 
capsule, the pull upon the Iris substance is continual, and upon 
the patient contracting slight colds or being exposed to changes 
of weather, or to other influences which usually would have no 
dileterions effect whatever upon him locally or constitutionally,’ 
just so often is he confined to his room to suffer a fresh onset of 
his chronic Iritis,. Each attack, of course, adds additional fuel to 
the flames already kindled, implicating often the neighboring parts, 
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such as the Ciliary Bodies, constituting Irido Cyclitis, with all its 
unpleasant concomitants, most usually leaving the pupil entirely 
occluded by a false or exudative membrane. Also can the dis- 
ease extend still further, viz: into the choroidea, giving Irido 
Choroiditis, which whether going into suppuration or not, ends of 
necessity in as great, if not total loss of vision, and not unfre- 
quently in panophthalmitis and phthisis bulbi. 

As regards the treatment, all might be said in a few words, but 
although so simple, the importance of attending to certain par- 
ticulars is so necessary for the sure and rapid success of the 
especial management required, that I feel disposed not to dismiss 
the subject till I have gone somewhat into the details of the thera- 
peutics: Of first importance is absolute rest in a darkened apart- 
ment. It is scarcely necessary to give a patient advice on this 
subject, as he has little inclination to expose himself to a light 
which every moment increases his pain—but his own instinct sug- 
gests to him that darkness and quietude give him the ease and 
comfort so much desired. 

In no affection of the eye has the application of atropine been 
found to render more benefit than in this. In it, the patient, to a 
great extent, finds his best ‘friend, and the surgeon sees in it his 
most reliable assistant, without whose aid his hands would be ina 
state of almost constant cramp. One or two drops of a solution 
of the atropia sulph. (gr. iij. or jv. to oz. j.) in the lower cunjunc- 
tival fold will, in a short time, so dilate the pupil and so remove 
the Iris from the capsule of the lens, that there is no possible way 
of the slightest senechia taking place even though the exudation 
may be ever so profuse. This dilatation being once won is of 
prime importance in the reduction of the disease, and a similar 
quantity of the solution being daily dropped upon the conjunctiva 
keeps the pupil in this widened condition and the Iris at perfect 
rest. Although slight adhesions may have already taken ‘place, 
the effect of the atropine is often sufficiently ’ strong to relieve the 
Iris and give it full play. Aside from all this good, atropine is 
an excellent sedative, relieving, in a great degree, the intense pain 
so frequently belonging to an Iritis syphilitica with gumma. Even 
in the very beginning of the disease, where nothing more than a 
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superficial inflammation attracts the patient’s or the physician’s 
attention to the eye, and where nothing whatever of a specific na- 
ture can be perceived, if it can be discovered that a chancre has 
several months previously existed, or other symptoms of syphilis 
are seen upon any part of the body, even then are we authorized 
to a free use of the atropine. For in the event that the disease 
progresses to an undoubted Iritis specifica, we have the great ad- 
vantage of having had the affection already completely in hand 
before it clearly developed itself, and in case the inflammation 
ceases without further trouble than its attack upon the superficial 
structures, we have inflicted, by our caution no further damage 
than that of giving our patient a few days of quiet, and for a like 
period disturbing his exact vision through dilatation of the pupil 
and paralysis of his accommodation, the direct but transitory re- 
sult of the atropine. 

Equally essential for the constitutional treatment, as we have 
seen atropine to be for the local, is the external use of mercury, 
viz: by inunction. Where nothing prevents the inunction, mer- 
cury is extremely seldom prescribed for internal use. For sev- 
‘eral years past, in almost all the secondary syphilitic affections 
collecting themselves in the several eye departments and in the 
skin and different syphilitic wards, the plan recommended by Pro- 
fessor Sigmund, has been satisfactorily practiced. 


For simplicity of explanation we will suppose the treatment to 
be commenced on the first of the month. On every other day for 
the first week, the patient is to slowly but thoroughly rub into 
certain and different parts of the body dr. ss, unguentum hydra- 
giri. Increasing each week dr. ss., and likewise applying it every 
other day, the individual reaches, on the fourth week the daily 
use of dr. ij. At the end of this time, requiring a full month, the 
tumor with the Iritis has usually completely disappeared, and in 
most cases also the symptoms of the general infection. Should 
however, any signs of the Iritis or the constitutional trouble still 
remain, we must continue the daily use of dr. j. ss. or ij. of the 
ointment, till the disease has vanished or till contra-indications to 
further use present themselves. As to the propriety of a few 
days cessation of the treatment and a renewal, must the physician 
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himself be the judge. Contrary to expectation, salivation during 
the process or as a consequence of these inunctions, is an excep- 
tion, many cases being at present in the hospital where, as many 
as fifty or sixty, or even more inunctions have been made without 
the least unpleasant symptom. This peculiar and surprising ex- 
emption from “sore mouth” is greatly due to the continual care 
exercised, both by the patient and the attendants. From the very 
beginning, the mouth is several times daily cleansed by a mouth- 
wash of whatever preparation the physician may prefer, as best 
acting against the salivating effect of mercury. In the hospitals 
here the chlorate of potassa is mostly used, and continued so long 
as the inunctions themselves in the belief that by its simultaneous 
use it acts in some peculiar manner as a preventive to salivation, 
and at the same time keeps the patient’s mouth free from all effete 
matter. If, notwithstanding every care and attention ptyalism 
ensues, the mercury must, of course, be set aside for a time, and 
renewed, if necessary, when its evil effects have been overcome— 
to accomplish which every physician has a multitude of remedies 
at hand. During the course of the treatment one or two baths 
can be allowed for the comfort of the patient, butto be taken much 
oftener, are not thought advisable. 

The more or less rapid absorption of the tumor can be almost 
daily observed, usually disappearing completely (under favorable 
circumstances) in the course of the first week or ten days. 


Since writing the above, I have seen a case in the wards of 
Professor Sigmund, which in progress and result, is a typical illus- 
tration of the dangers and occasional termination of this disease, 
whose picture I have attempted to portray. The patient, a stout, 
robust man, had a clear case of Iritis syphilitica, but intensified 
by the addition of an outspoken “gumma” or tumor, such as I 
have before described, and was being treated by mercurial inunc- 
tions, etc. After a few days’ treatment the tumor suppurated, de- 
positing its pus in the lower part of the anterior chamber, thus 
forming hypopium, which, increasing as the tumor grows in ex- 
tent, also inflamed the cornea, which, in its turn, giving way, a 
large rupture ensued, permitting also, as the aqueous humor rushed 
out an extensive prolapse of the Iris. Under a continuation of 














664 The Georgia Medical Companion. 


the inunctions and the local use of atropine and the pressure band- 
ages, this eye is doing as well as could be expected, but in the 
last day or two, the other eye also has been seized by the same 
disease, Iritis gummosa, forming an exception to the general rule 
of its heing a ‘‘one-sided affection.” The result of the disease in 
this eye can, of course, not yet be seen. The other, the first dis- 
eased eye is very probably completely destroyed for all useful 
purposes. 

The object of selecting different portions of the body each day 
for the rubbing, is quite simple, but the fact was bought by expe: 
rience. Several successive applications of the ointment upon the 
same region, with the necessary rubbing and consequently friction, 
not unfrequently sets up an artificial’ eczema, which can extend 
itself over a large part of the body producing fever and other un- 
pleasant symptoms, causing, for a time, the complete suspension 
of the remedy. To avoid all this, suppose the body, in six or 
eight divisions, a different disease being taken for each inunction 
till all the parts have been rubbed, and then return over the same 
ground, each portion of which has, in the meantime, fully recov- 
ered from the irritation produced by the previous inunction. 


Internally is given iodide potassium, scr. j. to ij., during the 
day. All other internal medicament is discarded. Of course, 
should the mercury act too freely upon the bowels, some prepara- 
tion of opium is indicated, or if they become constipated, as is 
sometimes the case, a light laxative must be given. 


It cannot be urged that this treatment is suited only for hos- 
pital and not for private practice, for were not the urgency of the 
case sufficient to confine the patient to his room, his own inclina- 
tions, his peculiar pain upon exposure to light (photophobia), and 
the sense of comfort found only in his darkered chamber, lead 
and retain him there. And while in his private. apartments, no 
interference can well prevent his carrying out the minutie of this 
treatment as fully and effectually as when surrounded by hospital 
nurses and assistants. 

Should, after all, the senechiz remain unbroken or unloosed, 


or should there be a frequent return of the Iritis produced either 
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by the senechize or from ‘other causes, nothing is left for us but to 
perform iridectomy, which is often followed by good and perma- 
nent results. 

The tendency to a return to a specific Iritis, with or without the 
complication of gumma, (a return of the latter belongs to the 
greatest infrequency) depends altogether upon the original trouble, 
a fresh outburst of the syphilis that may still be concealed in his 
system, at least exposing the individual to the same secondary 
effects as on the former occasion. We have, however, some con- 
solation in knowing that though the disease return, we still are 
powerful enough, in a majority of cases, to strip it of its most 
dangerous and saddest consequences. 


Vienna, Austria, August 20th, 1872. 





SELECTIONS. 


KEROSENE OIL IN CHRONIC RHEUMATISM. 





W. G. Kemp, L. R. C. P., London, M. R. C. S. England, 
Wellington, New Zealand, writes to the British Medical Journal: 


Several cases have lately come under my notice in which the 
internal administration of Kerosene has had the most decided and 
marked effect in Chronic Rheumatism. Iam ata loss how to ex- 
plain its action; but the fact that it has completely cured several 
cases will be seen from the following extracts : 


Casz I.—J. H., aged 46, sailor, had suffered from chronic 
rheumatism for twenty years. He never had an acute attack. 
He used to have agonizing twinges in his feet and legs; he com- 
pared the pain to that which would be produced by the skin being 
seized with a pair of tweezers and forcibly pulled. The attacks 
would come on about every ten minutes, and often last for three 
or four days and nights. He had been under medical treatment 
many times, but had never had more than temporary relief. He 
began to feel the interval between the attacks lengthen in six 
weeks after commencing kerosene; and in less than three months 
the pains had éntirely left him. After discontinuing it for some 
time, the pain returned slightly, but was always cured by two or 
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three doses. A teaspoonful was taken in a wineglassful of water 
every other night. The kerosene produced no unpleasant symp- 
toms, no loss of appetite, no effect upon the bowels or kidneys. 


Casz II.—D. W., aged 59, a gardener, had suffered from 
chronic rheumatism for twenty years, being affected in different 
parts of his body at different times. About two years ago he had 
@ severe attack in his back and limbs. He received no benefit 
from medical treatment. After taking kerosene for ten days he 
began to feel great relief, and in less than a month was sufficiently 
cured to resume his occupation. He has never had any attack 
since. No unpleasant symptoms arose from taking it; there was 
no effect upon the bowels or kidneys. The odor of the kerosene 
was perceptible in the urine. 


CasE III.—P. A. D., aged 50, a sailor, had suffered from chronic 
rheumatism for four years, being affected chiefly in the legs, arms 
and back. He had great difficulty in rising up and sitting down. 
He received no relief or benefit from medical treatment ; the symp- 
toms always returned after leaving it off. He began to feel great 
relief after taking kerosene for about a month, and was sufficiently 
well in three months to leave it off. He was obliged to commence 
taking it again a few months afterwards as he found the pains re- 
turning. No unpleasant symptoms arose from taking it. The 
odor was perceptible in the perspiration. The good effects were 
not so apparent in this case, owing to the patient being of a 
thoroughly broken-down constitution, and in reduced circumstan- 
ces, so that he was unable to take as much care of himself as was 
necessary. He, however, found more relief from the kerosene 
than from anything else, and does so up to the present time. 


Casz IV.—J. W., aged 36, a grocer, had suffered from con- 
stant pains in his back and legs, for twelve months, frequently be- 
ing obliged to stay from work for several days together. For the 
last two months he had not been able to stoop down to tie his shoes. 
He received no permanent benefit from medical treatment. After 
taking three doses of kerosene he felt considerable relief, and is 
now, after taking it for a fortnight, able to walk with very little 
pain, and can stoop with ease. ‘The kerosene caused slight dia- 
phoresis, and acted as a stimulant and tonic. He says that he 
felt exhilarated after each time of taking it, and had more desire 
for food. 


Casz V.—Mrs. B., aged 56, suffered from rheumatism in the 
arms and hands fora number of years. She had been under 
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medical treatment several times, but never was cured. She took 
kerosene for less than a month, and was materially benefitted, 
and in about three months was perfectly well. She occasionally 
feels some return of pain; and after one or two doses of the oil: 
it again leaves. She speaks of a decided tonic effect upon the 
system, becoming stronger and better after taking it. 


Case VI.—Mrs. C., aged 32, had suffered from rheumatism for: 
about six years, chiefly in her hands, being often obliged to do no: 
work for days together. She had generally been obliged to go to 
the north of New Zealand during the winter. Medical treatment 
was of no avail, She took kerosene for about six weeks, and: 
being decidedly better, left it off. The pains returned after a 
few months; and after taking a few doses of kerosene, she 
“turned against it so” that she refused to take any more. She be- 
came worse, however, and took it again. After a short time she 
felt decidedly relieved, though she is at times liable to a return of 
the pains, 

There is another case, the particulars of which I am unable to: 
get, owing to the patient having left for another province. 

Although kerosene cannot be called a specific for rheumatism, 
I think that the cases here cited are quite sufficient to induce: 
medical men to give it a fair trial. Iam unable to find any un- 
pleasant symptom caused by taking kerosene. The great objec- 
tions with many people to taking it are the unpleasant taste and 
smell. Some have taken it in water or milk; but I have lately 
heard a patient say he could take it best with salt;.a pinch of 
salt being put into the mouth and allowed’ to dissolve, and the oil 
then swallowed, mixed with about its bulk of water. I am not: 
aware of the remedy haying ever been used internally; but I 
trust some medical man will be found who will give it a trial, and 
record the results of their cases. Externally, it is of great use 
in cases of burns, whether severa or slight; it seems to relieve: 
pain more than any other application, especially if resorted to as 
soon as the injury is received. I have known cases of severe 
burn to heal up rapidly under its use alone. 





BrquEst.—The Medical News and Library says that the laté 
William S. Rogers, of Boston, has bequeathed the sum of $50,- 
000 to found a professorship of Chemistry in Brown University, 
to be known as the Newport Rogers Professorship.—Michigan 
University Medical Journal. 

40 
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INDIGESTION AND ITS MANAGEMENT. 


BY BRADFORD &. THOMPSON, M.D., 
Fellow of the New York Academy of Medicine, ete. 
‘TREAD BEFORE THE MEDICAL LIBRARY AND JOURNAL ASSOCIATION OF 
NEW YORK. 





Dyspepsia, or indigestion, is an affection of very ordinary 
occurrence, and its management sometimes proves exceedingly 
perplexing to the practitioner. It is not necessary to enter min- 
ately into its history, as it is accurately laid down in the various 
text-books and by writers on this subject. 

Symptoms. Most commonly it is accompanied by nausea, 
vomiting, sour regurgitations, a sense of constriction about the 
throat, cardialgia, gastrodynia, pyrosis, constipation, chilliness, 
pallor, languor, an irregular pulse, and disturbed sleep. The 
power of digestion is not always uniform; on the contrary, it is 
sometimes very feeble, at other times preternaturally increased. 
The appetite may be depraved, the patient eating chalk, unripe 
fruit, etc. The disposition, if the disease continue any length of 
time, becomes very irritable. These are the ordinary symptoms 
of indigestion; but, besides these, there are occasionally others 
which are denominated anomalous. One of these is an acute pain 
in the chest and head, with no little perversion of vision, The 
effects are sometimes very extraordinary as regards the eyes, The 
writer had a case under his observation where everything ap- 
peared to the patient double; in another every object seemed in- 
verted; and in another total blindness came on, which continued 
for twenty-one hours. The latter patient, a Conch woman, of 
Key West, Fla., aged forty-seven, was in the habit of eating 
prodigiously of a salad made from the indigestible conch, which 
abounds in that latitude. 

Indigestion is also sometimes associated with a great degree of 
vertigo, and is liable to be confounded with apoplexy. Another 
anomalous symptom is palpitation of the heart, so violent as to 
be taken for an aneurism. The late Dr. Wistar, of the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania, saw a lady from Charleston, S. C. who was 
suspected by the practitioners who first attended her of having an 
aneurism of the aorta. So great was the palpitation in this case 
that it lifted the bedclothes at every pulsation. By removing the 
indigestion with which she was suffering, at the end of three 
months she was ordered home entirely cured of the supposed 
aneurism* 

The causes of dyspepsia are two-fold: 1. Such as act directly 
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on the stomach; 2. Such as act through the medium of the gen- 
eral system. Among the first may be mentioned eating and 
drinking certain articles, such as strong tea or coffee, acrid sub- 
stances, and gross, indigestible food. The immoderate use of 
opium and tebacco, in all their forms, often produce it. Those 
causes which operate through the medium of the general system 
are as follows: intense study, attention to business within doors, 
excessive venery, grief, and exposure to cold. These are the 
chief causes which produce idiopathic dyspepsia; but sometimes 
it is only symptomatic, arising from a diseased condition of the 
liver and its appendages. 

Confessedly few diseases are more perplexing to the practi- 


tioner than the one under consideration. In detailing the best - 


mode of treatment, the first indication, when acute indigestion 
presents itself from the presence of completely insoluble vege- 
table fiber, is to evacuate the contents of the stomach by emetics. 
By this procedure that viscus is not only relieved from noxious 
substances, but the organization is prepared for the operation of 
other remedies. Ipecacuanha and warm water and mustard, by 
common consent of practitioners, are to be employed for this pur- 
pose. They are sufficiently active, and besides exert a permanent 
impression against that condition of the system or stomach by 
which the disease is kept up. As cooperating in the same design 
are laxatives; but with regard to the selection some discrimination 
is requisite. All of the saline as well as the drastic purgatives 
are to be avoided. ‘The only exception is rhubarb, which in very 
many cases may be advantageously administered. Indeed it 
seems to be particularly adapted to cases of this character by its 
tonic property. The only objection to this remedy is that it is apt 
to leave behind a tendency to constipation, which, however, is 
obviated by the combination of calcined magnesia or bicarbonate 
of soda. 

The condition of the alimentary canal being rectified, tonics 
are then resorted to. Many of the vegetable bitters are very use- 
ful, particularly gentian, quassia, hop, and columbo. The hop 
and quassia are much employed with success, in many cases 
under our observation during the late civil war. Of all the tonics 
the hop, or its active principle, lupulin, is perhaps decidedly the 
best when dyspepsia arises from drunkenness or debauchery. 
Dr. James R. Wood’s formula is to be recommended in the latter 
cases : 

R.—Tinct. vlerian aromat., 
Lupulin, - - - - - - - aaozij; 
Tinct. cardamom. - - + - 0z 88. 
M. S.—A tea-spoonful as required, 








adda sea nda oes ate 
















670 The Georgia Medical Companion. 


In ordinary cases the mineral tonics are preferable, partic- 
larly the chalybeate preparations. The carbonate of iron, in 
doses of ten grains, with a small proportion of the fluid extract 
of ginger, may be prescribed with utility; but the sulphate of 
iron, after repeated experience, is the most efficagious of the 
chalybeates, and should be given, in the form of pills, according 
to the subjoined formula. 


R.—Ferri sulph., - - - - 3); 
Acacie Arabice, - - - gr.xxx. 


This is to be made into thirty pills, one of which may be 
administered three or four times in twenty-four hours. Mr. 
McIntyre, of this city, a reliable druggist, prepares a nice prepa- 
ration of cinchona and sulphate of iron, called elixir cinchona , 
(ferrated). 

Such are the remedies employed in many cases of indigestion ; 
but there are symptoms occurring which demand a different mode 
of treatment. One of these is Cardialgia, vulgarly called heart- 
burn. In this affection emetics are to be avoided, the symptom 
being dependent on a superabundant acidity of the stomach. 
The remedies best adapted for this symptom are calcined mag- 
nesia, lime-water, milk, or any of the alkalies, The following 
prescription is very pleasant and serviceable: 


R.—Potassz subcarbonat., - . 2 
Spirit. lavend. comp., - . \ oa 3; 
Sacchar. alb., - § - 3j: 
Tinct. opii, . - - - = gtt.xxx, 
Aque, - - . - % iij ss. 

M. S.—A table-spoonful as often as the case demands. 


In this state of derangement the stomach is frequently thrown 
into violent spasms called gastrodynia. Here we must have 
recourse to McMunn’s elixir of opium, creosote, carbolic acid in 
doses of one to two drops in mucilage, or morphia hypodermically 
administered. In the case of the late Hon. Geo. M. Dallas a 
large goblet of milk always afforded relief. To prevent a recur- 
rence of the paroxysm a few drops of turpentine in mucilage 
internally and a linseed poultice are very effective. A large 
sinapism.is to be applied over the region of the stomach when the 
pain is violent and the preceding have failed. Sinapisms are 
useful in chronic as well as in acute affections of the stomach, 
and in the present instance they produce no less signal effects. 

Pyrosis. This is a very extraordinary affection, and is en- 
demical to some parts of the world, as Iceland, Norway, and 
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Greenland. It prevails also throughout the Highlands of Scot- 
land, as well as in the western section of our country. Linnzus 
attributed it to smoked beef and a primitive mode of living ; but 
this is not always the case, as it is frequently met with in the 
higher circles. Sometimes it has no ostensible cause. In this 
country it generally arises from an excess in eating or drinking. 
According to Chambers, ‘the liquid proceeds from the salivary 
lands, ” 

In the treatment of pyrosis, or water-brash, the antacids are 
to be resorted to, particularly the saccharated solution of lime- 
water and milk— 


R.—Ligqoris calcis saccharati, f. dr. j-iv; 
Lactis, ad., ‘ , ‘ ‘ - f.os.iv. M. 


It may be well to remember that the addition of fifteen grains 
of bicarbonate of soda to the quart of milk not only prevents it 
from turning sour, but renders it more digestible. In this case 
much has been said of opium, but not much can be said in its 
praise. It sometimes allays spasm, and that is all. Much more 
may be expected from liquor potasse and lime-water, bismuth, or 
carbolic acid. A single emetic is many times very useful, not only 
in evacuating, but also in changing the action of the stomach. 
Heberden, many years ago, advocated eight or ten"grains of kino 
with half a gain of opium, and Tanner and others have since ad- 
vocated this mode of procedure. 

Indigestion, whether in its more simple form or associated with 
one or more symptoms which have been enumerated, is often ex- 
ceedingly intractable, and sometimes will not yield to ordinary 
remedies, There is in many of these cases no organic affection of 
the stomach or disordered condition of the chylopoietic viscera, 
under these circumstances it appears to be established and riveted 
by long-continued habit. To meet this indication nothing is so 
efficacious as calomel in small doses; but it requires courage to 
call it by name in these days of eclecticism and homeopathy. 

Dr. Chambers’s favorite tonic in chronic indigestion is quinine 
in two-grain doses, in lemon-juice sufficient to dissolve it, and 
diluted with water to a convenient bulk. Its action seems to be 
principally on the mucus membrane of the mouth, cesophagus, and 
stomach, which it astringes and tones up to a healthy state, re- 
taining the secretion of mucus, and making the special secretions 
more active. To quinine he usually adds from one twenty-fourth to 
one twentieth of a gain of hydrochlorate of strychnia, unless there 
are some contraindications to its use. In children especially the 
use of Baudault’s pepsin wine can be highly recommended. ‘This 
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is prepared, from pure pepsin, according to the formula of Dr. 
Corvisart, and is very palatable. Each dose possesses fully the 
digestive power of fifteen grains of the powder. This preparation, 
I state with much confidence, is superior to all other preparations 
of pepsin in use. It should be given immediately before a meal. 

To complete the description of indigestion attention is called to 
some of its uncommon forms. One of these is frequently met with, 
but is only mentioned by one or two authors. It is a slow, chronic 
inflammation of the stomach, and was formerly attributed to intem- 
perance by Dr. Chapman, of Philadelphia ; but, it having been ob- 
served in persons strictly tomperate, this opinion is no longer en- 
tertained. It is distinguished by pain at the pit of the stomach, 
quick pulse, dry cough, a slow fever, and wasting of the body. It 
resembles very much pulmonary tuberculosis, and may be con- 
founded with that disease. Small doses of ipecacuanha may be 
beneficially employed, but so minute as not to create nausea. 
Given in this way it acts, as the older writers would say, as an al- 
terative; changing the morbid condition of the stomach, and 
restoring its natural and healthy character. This remedy was first 
advocated in affections of the stomach, about a century ago, by 
Dormitian, a French writer. 

Another variety of this disease is that which by the inordinate 
use of spiritous liquors. This form is marked by great irrita- 
bility of the stomach, flatulence, vomiting, the food being rejected 
at once or patially digested. These symptoms may be very sud- 
denly removed, by the use of opium or morphia, tincture of vale- 
rian, dry sherry, and the Hungarian wines. In this form, when 
death is occasioned, dissection reveals a considerable organic affec- 
tion of the stomach, having a smooth, leaden hue, with the mucous 
coat destroyed by the continued application of alcohol to its sur- 
face. 

In these violent cases there is always great gastric distress and 
vomiting. By the use of proper remedies the stomach generally 
recovers its tone and healthy action; but to establish a permanent 
cure the habits of the individual must be changed, and great atten- 
tion paid to a proper course of diet and all habits of life. 

As the stomach is the immediate seat of the disease and the 
receptacle for the food, nothing appears to be more indicated than 
the propriety of selecting those articles which are the lest disa- 
greeable to that organ. Compared with every other course of liv- 
ing, a milk diet is decidedly to be preferred. It will often of itself 
effect a cure, and there is scarcely a symptom which it will not 
relieve. In gastrodynia, cardialgia, and pyrosis it is eminently 
useful, On account of certain idiosyncrasies it sometimes cannot 
be employed, but it is believed such cases are rare. 
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It has been objected to milk that when rejected from: the stomach 
it sometimes appears coagulated; but even in the most healthy 
stomach it coagulates as soon as the gastric juice begins to act 
upon it. This occurs in the first stage of digestion. Indeed with- 
out undergoing this alteration digestion and assimilation could not 
be carried on. This cannot therefore constitute a valid objection 
to the use of milk. At first the patient may imagine that he does 
not derive benefit from it; on the contrary temporary oppression. 
It should not be abandoned too hastily, for this will soon be over- 
come by a continuation in its use. Cordovin long ago remarked 
that when milk at first disagrees with the stomach it is a certain 
indication that the patient demands a milk diet. Cases neverthe- 
less may occur where, from the prejudics of the patient or from 
real injury, its employmet would not be advisable. Under such 
circumstances there should be no hesitancy iu substituting choco- 
late. It is of much importance that this be properly prepared, 
and the best mode is the following: first boil the chocolate in 
water and set it aside to cool, then skim, reboil, bring to the table, 
and pour it on sugar and cream. In this way the feculent and 
oily matter is avoided, and it is rendered exceedingly digestable. 
Neither tea nor coffee should be allowed. For dinner, beef-essence, 
mutton, chicken, turkey, white-fish, or oysters may be recom- 
mended. Neither pork, ham, veal, duck, or any of the salt meats 
are ever admissible in this affection. Soups are generally distress- 
ing and injurious, especially if badly made. The proper vegeta- 
bles for the patient are roasted potatoes, boiled rice, tomatoes and 
asparagus. Every species of desert ought to be carefully avoided. 
The bread used should be toasted, or the Boston cracker substi- 
tuted. Under no circumstances should butter be used. 

Dr. Thos. King Chambers suggests the following ladder of meat 
diet: ‘ Whey, milk and lime-water, milk and water, plain milk, 
milk and sago, milky rice-pudding, beef-tea, plain mutton-broth 
or chicken-broth, Scotch broth, turtle-soup, sweet-bread, boiled 
fish, especially water souchy, boiled partridge or boiled chicken, 
mutton chop, gridled in the air and without fat, roast joint of mut- 
ton. Roast joint of mutton is the promised land of the convales- 
cent. When he arrives at that it is a matter of time and strength- 
ening the stomach by occasional tonics for him to come to the 
digestion of anything within the scope of his birthright ; and even 
if he has to stop at roast joint of mutton he will stop at a very 
good thing.” 

In regulating the diet impress upon the patient the necessity of 
observing the subjoined rules : 

1, Enjoin frequent and regular eating in the majority of cases. 
Tt was a remark of Sir William Temple “ that the stomach is like 
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a school-boy; if idle, always in mischief.” The deduction drawn 
from this is to keep the stomach moderately employed. 

2. Let the diet be simple, always consisting exclusively of one 
article. 

3. Drink little or nothing while eating. 

4, Exercise should not be permitted directly after eating. 

In many cases.a voracious appetite attends this affection; but 
in the majority of cases there is very little inclination to eat ; and 
under these circumstances it will not be amiss to attend to the fol- 
lowing particulars for the purpose of exciting the appetite: 

1. Do not let the patient know what he is to eat. _ 

2. The food should always be cold; when hot the odor some- 
times destroys the appetite. 

3. The dishes should always be small, for nothing is more dis- 
tressing to a patient with a delicate stomach than a large dish of 
meat set before him. 

These circumstances, though apparently trivial in their charac- 
ter, are very important and deserve recollection. 

In regard to drinks, water, as a general thing, is to be preferred 
to any other. In some cases good porter answers exeeedingly 
well, yet it often proves injurious. Beer, port wine, and undiluted 
liquors should never be given, as they almost «lways sour on the 
stomach and disagree with the patient. Pure old Jamaica rum, 
well diluted, when the patient hag been accustomed to the use of 
distilled liquors, is sometimes admissible in very small quantities ; 
but the physician should be very careful that it be given sparingly. 

In some instances much advantage may be derived from direct- . 
ing remedies to the system generally. For this purpose the warm, 
sea, or Turkish bath should be employed once or twice a week. 
The cold bath, in many cases, is equally useful. Tonic remedies 
are also often required. 

Exercise, particularly on horseback, coprstitutes on important 
part of the treatment, which will alone sometimes accomplish 4 
eure. Walking is also beneficial. You may also permit and even 
encourage the patient to visit some of the watering-places. By 
this means, as the saying is, ‘you kill two birds with one stone.” 
For, independent of the pleasure derived from the jaunt, the. 
potent will be benefited by the exercise, and the mineral springs, 

y their tonic properties, have a salutary influence. Many per- 
sons have been cured by visiting Saratoga and using the waters 
there in moderation. 

Every practitioner is well acquainted with the great sympathy 
which subsists between the alimentary canal and the surface of the 
body. The propriety therefore of keeping the body warm is very 
evident. Too little attention is paid toclothing. It being of the 
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utmost importance in preserving the warmth of the surface, flannel 
should be worn next the skin. The utility of this practice in affec- 
tions of the bowels,is well known, and it is no less useful in chronic 
diseases of the stomach. 

But what will all that has been said avail if the remote causes 
are not avoided, and if the patient does not renounce those habits 
and pursuits which, either directly or indirectly, have a tendency 
to keep up the disease? If the patient be intemperate, let him 
return to a regular and sober life. If luxurious, let him reform 
his habits. If indolent, he should be roused early to enjoy the 
salubrity of the morning atmosphere and awakened to enterprise. 
If studious, let him abandon his midnight lamp. The patient 
never should be allowed to despair. On the contrary, always en- 
courage him in an expectation of recovery, arousing his hope, and 
encouraging his faith in the future; and there is hardly a case 
which may not ultimately be relieved or entirely cured.—Ameri- 
can Practitioner, July, 1872. 





HyproceLe Currp py Carpouic-acip Insections.—D. P. E. 
Sandidge, of Edmonton, Ky., writes: ‘‘ Having seen nothing dur- 
ing the carbolic-acid mania of the use of this many-sided remedy 
in hydrocele, I send the following note: In March, 1868, Mr. W., 
aged sixty-five years, observed the tunica vaginalis of the right 
side to be greatly distended with a fluid. There was some also in 
the left side. Both tumors were punctured, and the fluid with- 
drawn. That on the right side was darkish; that on the left was 
perfectly limpid. The sacs were now injected with the tincture of 
iodine, which was allowed to remain, and in due time the case was 
discharged cured; but the tumors gradually reappeared, and in 
April, 1871, had acquired their former size. They were again 
emptied, the fluid in the right side being darker and thicker than 
before. I now threw into the vaginal tunic of this side, instead of 
the iodine, two drachms of Calvert's solution, No. 5, with a small 
quantity of water added, but repeated the iodine on the left side. 
‘The patient suffered some at the time, and complained afterward 
of fever in the right, with frequent erections. The left side gave 
no trouble. A brisk purge or two, rest and diet, with cooling 
lotions to the parts, straightened out matters, and in ten days he 
was dismissed. The right testicle and the right side of the scrotum 
was considerably retracted. The left testicle hung as usual. In 
January, 1872, the fluid had reaccumulated on the left side, the 
right being unaffected. The tumor was opened, contents evacu- 
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ated, and carbolic-acid injected as in August. The patient expe- 
rienced much the same pain, etc., and had the same after-treat- 
ment. The testicle and scrotum of that side retracted as the right 
had previously done. Six months after the operation there was no 
sign of a return of the disease.””— American Practitioner, July '72. 





Dr. Wa. Ricuarpson’s TREATMENT OF DrapeTEes.—Dr. Rich- 
ardson (cid) was himself attacked ten years ago with diabetes. 
After a prolonged trial of the most approved remedies he was for- 
tunate enough to hit upon a plan of treatment by which he has 
been cured, and by which also other diabetic patients have been 
much benefited. The essential features of this plan are the em- 
ployment of regular and steady exercise, ablution of the skin daily 
with soap and water, the use of a bath, containing a tablespoonful 
of carbonate of soda, twice in the week; exposure of the body as 
far as practicable to sunlight, and the continuous use of iron, 
which he uses in the form of tincture of the perchloride in four or 
five drop doses, with one or two drops of tincture nux vomica and 
eight or ten grains of chlorate of potash three times daily. He is 
an advocate of a restricted diet; but when the plan of treatment 
which he suggests is carried out fully he finds that a considerable 
amount of relaxation as regards food is not injurious. He regards 
the sudden adoption of a very restricted diet as likely to prove 
highly prejudicial. Dr. Richardson’s present dietary is sufficiently 
liberal, and, besides meat, includes brown bread, with plenty of 
fresh butter, macaroni, and rice,’ potatoes sparingly, and occas- 
ionally a little dry fruit. Even a few glasses of champagne oc- 
casionally he does not find at all injurious. 





TREATMENT oF HaMorRHOIDS.—Heemorrhoids, connected with 
prolapsus, were successfully operated upon by the application of 
nitric acid some thirty years ago by Dr. Houston, of Dublin. The 
method found great favor at the time, but has been somewhat dis- 
placed by the ligature, and the section followed by the actual cau- 
tery. Billroth, of Vienna, has of late revived Houston’s opera- 
tion, and reports excellent results, especially in those cases where 
i 75 and dangerous hemoarhage had occurred.—Lancet, June 

, 1872. 




















PART II. 


Abridged G xtracts and Gleanings from our & xchanges 


MULTUM IN @®ARVO. 





SprnaL Inrziration.—Dr. W. H. Phillips, (Medical and Sur- 
gical Reporter, Sept. 7, 1872), speaking of the treatment of spi- 
nal irritation, remarks : 


“There are three leading indications to be filled in the treat- 
ment of this disease. 

1st. To remove the cause. 

2d. To restore the general tone of the system. 

3d. To improve the circulation and nutrition of the cord at the 
diseased part. 

It is ot the most essential importance to discover the real cause, 
in order that measures for its entire removal may be set on foot 
as apreliminary. If the patient gives a history of hemorrhages, 
lucorrheea, prolonged lactation, or any other exhausting discharge, 
measures must be adopted for their special treatment and removal, 
in order that this exhausting flow of the elements of vitality may 
be directed to their proper channels. 

In the fulfillment of the first indication, namely, the removal 
of the causes, we enjoin rest; not absolute, but in a recreative 
sense; the strict avoidance of fatigue or excitement. 

The second indication is best accomplished by the use of such 
general tonics as have proven most efficactous in our hands. Qui- 
nine, iron and cod-liver oil, are confessedly at the head of this 
class of remedies. 

In addition to this class of direct tonics, all who have had op- 
portunity for observation, agree that alcoholic stimulants are 
among the most efficient means of treatment at our command. 

In the accomplishment of the third indication somewhat greater 
skill and care is required. To determine a greater flow of blood to 
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the spinal cord, and thereby promote its nutrition, a number of 
special remedies have been used with success. Of these strych- 
nine, phosphorus and zinc, are worthy of special mention. 

I have used with great satisfaction a combination of these reme- 
dies in the form of the phosphide of zinc in combination with nux 
vomica. 

There is another agent which I have used with very gratifying 
results, namely, the constant galvanic current, It is claimed by 
experts that this agent is capable of producing an increased or 
diminished supply of blood to the cord at will, according to the 
direction of the current used. 

The next means for the accomplishment of this object is by 
small and frequently repeated blisters. 

This outline embraces the chief remedies at our command for 
the treatment of this peculiar disease.” 


Rugs ror Cotp Batatne.—Dr. Walton, in his recent work on 
Mineral Springs, gives the following 


RULES. 


1. The most favorable time of day for taking a cold bath is on 
rising in the morning, or about noon. 

2. The stomach should be empty when the bath is taken. 

3. Exercise moderately before entering the bath, and while in 
the bath; but the body must not be overheated, on going into the 
water. 

4. A cold bath should not be taken when fatigued. 

5. The duration of a cold bath should not exceed five minutes. 

6. The cold bath should be succeeded by friction of the surface 
with a coarse towel or flesh-brush. 

7: If the cold bath is not followed by reaction, the duration has 
been too long, or cold bathing is not fitted for the individual. 

8. The cold bath is not adapted to feeble or aged persons or 
infants. 

9. Persons whose extremities or skin are usually cold should 
not use the cold bath. 

10. Persons affected with organic disease of the heart should 
not take the cold bath,— Medical and Surgical Reporter. 


Inevus SuccessFuLLY TREATED BY Exectricity.—Dr. Bogdan, 
reports in the “‘ Wiener Medizinische Presse,” March 10, 1872, a 
case of ileus successfully treated by electro-magnetism, after the 
more usual remedies had failed to afford relief.— Ez. 
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LitHoTRITy IN CHILDREN.—Dr. Guersant (Medical News and 
Library) remarks that his own experience and of all those who 
have performed this operation is favorable to the employment at 
all ages, even in children fifteen or eighteen months old, without 
regard to sex. Lithotrity is always applicable to the youngest 
children when—First, the calculus is of but small size, being not 
more than three-fifths to two-thirds of an inch in diameter, and 
the surgeon is enabled to operate several times—three times at the 
most. Second, when the general health is good, and the bladder 
appears to be in good condition and exempt from purulent catarrh, 
Third, when, above all, there are not more than one or two cal- 
euli. Lithotrity is, on the contrary, inapplicable—First. When 
the calculus is too large (three-quarters of an inch or more). 
Second. When it is adherent. Third. When it is very hard and 
mulberry-shaped. 


A Mops oF OPERATING FOR RapicaL CuRE OF VARICOCELE.— 
Dr. H. B. Davison, San Francisco, (Pacific Medical and Surgical 
Journal), has adopted a new mode of operating for the radical cure 
of varicocele, for which he claims three great advantages over any 
other means: 

First. By perforating only one wall of the scrotum, less pain, 
less inflammation, and less risk of adhesion of the wounded sac 
and spermatic cord. 

Second. By placing the patient in a recumbent posture when 
the operation is being performed, so that no blood may be enclosed 
~ in that portion of the vein cut off from the circulation, the result- 
ant inflammation will be much less, and the testicle will not swell 
so much, and absorption will be accomplished. in much less 
time. 

Third. By removing the ligature before it cuts through the vein 
the risk of phlebitis is lessened, and the patient is enabled to re- 
sume his ordinary duties much sooner. 

Those who have been operated on have no return of the disease, 
and it would require a very close examination of the parts to dis- 
cover that any operation had been performed. In one case the 
patient had been wearing a suspensory bandage for over twenty 
years, and the left testicle was much atrophied. It is now about 
sixteen months since the operation, and the patient has a corres- 
ponding increase of sexual power. 


Vomitina AND SaLivaTIoN— Remaining from intermittent 
fever were cured by tincture of Iodine, ten drops thrice a day. 
Two favorable cases are reported, where quinine and arsenic had 
failed.—Memorab.— Indiana. Medical Journal. 
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Tue Use or Acetate oF Leap IN Cavities oF THE LuNGs.— 
Dr. Traube, in the Berl. Med. Gesell., says there is a kind of ul- 
ceration of the lung, when only one or a few cavities are present, 
and only inflammation exists in other parts of the lung; such cases 
of circumscribed ulceration are for the most part curable, and 
this accounts for Skoda’s cases of cure by turpentine inhalation. 
Bat such inhalations had the disadvantage of increasing the in- 
flammation around the cavities, sometimes to a fatal extent. 
Traube on this account uses the remedy which was formerly recom- 
mended, acetate of lead, in inflammation of the lung in the dose 
of 0.06 grammes every two hours, and in some cases also local 
blood-letting ; if the expectoration and fever cease a litte, tannic 
acid is then given, and a majority of the patients are cured 


Lead has, besides its antiseptic property, which it shares with 
the astringents, only an antiphlogistic, but no antifebrile effect, as 
has been seen by Traube in cases of lead colic by the thermometer. 
It must, therefore, if we would strive to master the intensity of the 
fever, be accompanied by a febrifuge, and digitalis is one of the 
best. In cases of ulceration of the lungs this is not necessary, but 
it is useful in cheesy pneumonia, when the 4ttempt should be made 
to master the inflammatory process and make the products be ab- 
sorbed ; in such cases the dose must be somewhat greater. A for- 
tifying line of therapeutics can only be indicated when cavities 
are being formed; even in cases of cheesy pneumonia, which are 
cured, an over powerful nourishment may do good, and may lead 
to abmormal pressure in the pulmonary arteries, and the formation 
of small arteries therein, so that the patient may die suffocated by 
the rupture of some of these. 

Acetate of lead is also useful in some cases of catarrh of the 
bladder, and is used by Traube locally by injections of 6, 12, 18 
centigrammes in 180 grammes of water, twice or thrice daily in 
some cases. 

Digitalis and acetate of lead are given in the form of powder 
when combined, as they destroy each other when fluid.— Doctor. 


MoRPHIA AND CHLORAL IN ComBINATION. By R. H. Fisher, 
M.D., of Kennekuk, Kansas.—For the last year I have used mor- 
phia and chloral combined, with the best results. A single exam- 
ple will illustrate this. Last winter I was called up late one night 
to see a fellow practitioner suffering intense agony from rheuma- 
tism. His wife had already given him about a grain of morphia 
without relief. I immediately administered ten grains of chloral, 
and in ten minutes. he was free from pain. 
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Tux TREATMENT oF MELANCHOLY.—Dr. Mendel, of Paukow, 
(Memorabilien, July, 1872,) says that it is a mistake to treat mel- 
ancholy by means of concerts, society, theatres, and the like. It 
is caused by hypereesthesia of the brain, and requires rest from all 
kinds of excitement. The patient should reside in some very quiet 
and retired country place. This often produces a rapid cure, and 
sleep returns to the patient, who has long suffered from insomnia. 
Warm baths are also to be recommended. A great proportion of 
such cases get well spontaneously, and do not require any medi- 
cine internally. The use of morphia subcutaneously injected, how- 
ever, is sometimes indicated. Dr. Mendel speaks very highly also 
of chloral when a temporary sedative is required, since it is much 
quicker in its operation than morphia injection, The author has 
found in many cases of chronic melancholy thickening of the pia 
mater, oombined with hyperemia of the brain. In many cases 
where morphia injection is useful, symptoms of pressure have been 
remarked by the author, such as slight paresis of the facial nerve, 
deviation of the tongue, of the uvula and difference in the size of 
the pupils.— Doctor. 


Rep PrecipitaTe OINTMENT.—The United States Pharmaco- 
peia directs lard ointment for making unguentum hydrargyri 
oxidi rubri, but having had frequent difficulty in preserving the 
beautiful reddish color of the ointment, I was induced a few years 
ago to institute a series of experiments to obtain a more reliable 
preparation. After many experiments I became convinced that a 
compound of castor oil and white wax would be just what I wanted. 

The following is the formula I have adopted: 


R.—Hydrarg. Oxid. Rub. sub. pulv., oz. i-; 
Olei Ricini, 02 vi.; 
Cerze Alba, oz. ii. 

Misce l. a. 


This ointment will preserve’ its beautiful reddish color and pro- 
per consistence for years without change.—Lz, 


TEMPERATURE IN Disrases.—Dr. Alvarenga, of Lisbon, (La 
France Med., August 10,) mentions that the maximum temperature 
noticed in man has been 44 deg-75 deg. C., in a case of tetanus; 
the minimum was observed by Hardy 22 deg. C., in a case of scle- 
rema; but it is rare to see the thermometer higher than 48 deg. 
C., or lower than 32 deg. C. The work of Dr. Alvarenga is a 
credit to Portugal.—Doctor. 
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TREATMENT OF SO-CALLED HysTERICAL JoInt.—Dr. Eshmarch, 
(Memorabilien, July, 1872,) says that in the treatment of hyste- 
rical joints, great attention must be paid to the general health. 
Blisters, etc., are worse than useless, and so are all lowering reme- 
dies, Again, absolute rest of the limb is useless in such cases, 
and, indeed, sometimes does harm. Passive motion of the limb 
should first be tried, in spite of the appearance of suffering; and 
next rather energetic movements of the limb must be tried. In 
some cases chloroform should be used and the limb moved to prove 
that there are no morbid adhesions. As soon as the muscles are 
quite put to sleep, the obstinate contraction disappears and the 
movement of the joint becomes free. This should be only done 
once, as the patients easily begin to desire to have chloroform 
given to them. No operative precedures are indicated in such 
cases, Cutting of the nerve, too, is useless. Energetic kneading 
of the limb is to be avoided. Cold douches are often useful locally 
applied, with rubbing of the limb, and passive and active motion. 
Iron and nourishing diet are the two chief remedies, combined 
with the water-cure and sea-bathing. The so-called nervine tonics 
and anti-spasmodics, such as assafcetida, valerian, etc., appear to 
the author of but little use; but the use of arsenic is sometimes 
indicated. Treatment of the mind occasionally effects a cure by 
itself.— Doctor. 


CAUTERIZING VENEREAL Sores.—Dr. J. Rogers, of this city, be- 
lieves the following to be a decided improvement on the present 
method of cauterizing venereal sores, as it causes little or no pain, 
and seems to give quite as favorable results. First, saturate the 
sore with a solution of carbolic acid (gr. xx. to aq. oz. j.), using 
a brush or atomizer, the latter being preferable; then touch the 
part with pure carbolic acid, followed by pure nitric acid. The 
above has given him entire satisfaction for nine or ten months 
past, aon. he no doubt, will be valued by those who choose to try 
it.— Lz. 


SuraicaL TREATMENT oF ANASARCA.—In a severe case of ana- 
sarca, Dr. Wolff (Berlin Klin. Wochenschr., No, 141, 1872) intro- 
duced into the skin a number of fine canule, such as are used for 
subcutaneous injection, and left themthere. Through twenty-five 
canule thus used, twenty quarts of fluid were discharged in three 
days. The fluid was carried away in elastic tubes into a vessel 
near the bed. No inflammation of the punctures, nor any other 
unpleasant results followed the operation.— Boston Med. and Surg. 
Jour., June 28, 1872. . 
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ANopYNE ALTERANT.— 


R—Ext. Butternut, ‘ : " dr: 
Ext. Hyoscyannus, .  . rs a 
Oil Sassafras, ‘ ‘ : dr. i. 
Bicarb. Soda, . “itt ; 93: ae Ie 
. ho. SEP aa eae 


Dissolve extracts, oil and soda in the syrup by a gentle heat.. 
Dose, from teaspoonful to tablespoonful three times daily, or of- 
tener if required. 

The above was a favorite prescription, much used by the late: 
Dr. Thompson, of Tennessee, well calculated to allay nervous ex-- 
citement, ease pain, procure rest, neutralize acidity. and regulate: 
the stomach and bowels without debility. Will meet the indica- 
tions, in most forms, of dyspepsia, by giving a teaspoonfal after 
each meal with perhaps a tablespoonful at bed-time to keep up a 
proper action of the bowels. 

The above will be found valuable in the countless ills of preg- 
nancy, and is to all intents the retired mother’s relief. In cases. 
of habitual abortion, if used prior to anything like considerable 
uterine expulsion, will rarely fail of the desired end. 

Lastly; we find it very efficient in quieting inordinate after- 
pains, and at the same time gently opening the bowels when used: 
for two or'three days subsequent to delivery. We say to our 
brother country practitioners, prepare a bottle and try it. 


George D. Hoper, M.D. 
Holly Springs, Arkansas. | 


ANTIDOTE Fok ARSENIC.—Professor Carles, (Medical and Sur- 
gical Journal) found that sugar rendered the arsenite of magnesia 
soluble, and thus counteracted the desirable reaction of the mag- 
nesia. It was also noticed that with the exeeption of arsenic, the 
sugar did increase the antidotal reaction of the magnesia. A 
mixture of 24 drachms of magnesia, 5 to 6 drachms of sugar, 
and 3 ounces of boiling water, is represented as being a very good 
composition of the antidote. 


In Cases or ANEURISM OF THE AorTA or heart disease, the fol- 
lowing pills act as a sedative: Digitalis 5.0, muriate of morph. 
0-3, camphor,20, Forty pills to be given, one in the morning and 
at bed-time, slowly increasing the dose.— Revue Medicale. — 


HyrpopErmic InsEctIons of tincture of iodine (} to 4 of a sy- 
ringe full), in enlarged tonsils, and carbolic acid externally ap- 
plied in - rheumatism, are recommended.—Memorab. 

4 
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NitraTs oF Sitver In Bep-Sores.—Betz regards nitrate of 
silver as the best remedy for bed-sores. Instead of making 
ase, however, of lint dipped in the solution of luna caustic, he 
prescribes an ointment composed of five decigrammes of the ni- 
trate of silver, fifteen grammes of lard, and thirty of wax ; which 
he spreads on linen and applies to the sores, taking care that the 
piece is rather larger than the sore. This is repeated morning and 
evening.— The Doctor, April 1. 


Cop-Liver O11 Emutsion.—Take of — | 
UR, BORE ROT T0ED Mt Tas A a ame: 
Cold Water, . 1 , ‘ : : 500“ 

Make into mucilage. 

This, by being simply: agitated, makes with cod-liver in all pro- 
portions a homogeneous mixture, which may be rendered more 
agreeable by the addition of 4 parts of alcohol with a little oil of 
bitter almonds and a trace of oil of cinnamon to every 30 parts. 
—Journ de Pharm., April 1872. 


CHLOROFORM IN PUERPERAL ConvuLsions—Chloroform is com- 
ing to be regarded as a most valuable remedy for the treatment of 
Puerperal Convulsions: several cases have been reported lately in 
the various medical journals, in which that treatment proved 
highly serviceable. In those cases in which we have had the op- 
portunity of trying it, it has succeeded admirably ; and we have, 
therefore, no hesitation in recommending it in all cases in which 
there is no contra-indication to its use.—Canada Lancet. 


‘PowpER SToMACHIQUE.—Take of 


Powdered Rhubarb, . - . 8 grms. 
Powdered Chalk, . ‘ > ‘ ‘ wei 4 
Powdered Opium, . ‘ 25 centigr. 


Mix and divide into 12 packets.’ One powder half an hour af- 
ter meals.—L’ Union Medicale. 


. Houston’s Opsration.—Hemorrhoids, connected with pro- 
lapsus, were successfully operated upon by the application of nitric 
acid some 80 years ago by Dr. Houston, of Dublin. The method 
found great-favor at the time, but has been somewhat displaced 
by the ligature, and the section followed by the actual cautery. 
Billroth, of Vienna, has of late revived Houston’s operation, and 
reports excellent results, especially in those cases where frequent 
and dangerous hemorrhage had occurred.—_London Lancet, 
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ABORTIVE TREATMENT oF GoNoRRH@A.—M Ledeganck main- 
tains in a pamphlet lately published at Brussells,. that by cauter- 
iwing the fossa navicularis on the third day the disease can be ar- 
rested, as the inflammation has not yet extended further. Those 
who have much experience in the treatment of this complaint 
know that such a measure does not arrest the discharge, and that, 
by the application of the nitrate of silver, abscesses on either side 
of the frenum are likely to appear.—London Lancet. 


Syrup or CHLoRoFoRM.—Take of 
Pure Chloroform, - + - 6) parts 
Rectified Alcohol, - .  - = = +:24 4 
Simple Syrup, - . ,- mii ye 1 BOD), $5 
Mix the chleroform and alcohol and add the syrup and shake. 
Dose. A tablespoonful.—L’ Union Medicale. 


Dry Earta as A SurGicaL Dressina.—P. 8. Conner, M. D., 
Surgeon to the Good Samaritan Hospital, Cincinnati, Ohio, (The 
Clinic, Sept. 7, 1872), has been using the earth dressing, as advo- 
eated by Dr. Addinell Hewson, of "Bhiladelphia, { in fourteen sur- 
gical cases, at the Good Samaritan Hospital, and has thus far 


been much pleased with the results of this treatment. He will 
continue to use it whenever he finds it practicable so to do; and 
from a trial of it, extending over a three months’ period of ‘time, 
he heartily recommends it to the use of those who have not 
tried it. 


Dust-PowpDER FOR INFANTS.—Take of 
Starch,....= 46* et) ay? - 0%. j. 
Oxide of Zinc, . dr. ij. 
S. Use with a brush. 


CHoLERA Remepy.—New Remedies for April, 1872, contains 
the following cholera prescription, a favorite one of Dr. H, Harts- 
horn, of Philadelphia: R—Chloroform, Tinct. Opium, Spts. 
Camphor, Spts. Ammonia Aromatic, aa f. dr. 188. ; Creasote, gtt. 
iij.; Oil of cinnamon, gtt. viij.; Brandy, f. dr. ij. Mix. Dilute 
a teaspoonful with a wine-glass of water, and give two teaspoon- 
fuls every five minutes, followed by a lump of ice. 


DELFRAISSE REVULSIVE LINIMENT.—Take of 
Oil of Turpentine, Ao Shier pat i 
' Tartar Emetic, . - - - 
Mix. Frictions three or four times a day in rheumatic and neu- 
ralgic pains, until an eruption is induced.—L’ Union Pharmaceut. 





ft . 
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INJECTION OF AIR INTO THE Uterus Causing DeatuH.—Men- 
tion is made in the ‘Gynecological Journal,’ Boston, for August, 
of a case of instantaneous death during the induction of criminal 
abortion by the injection of air into the uterus. The woman was 
quite dead when the physician arrived, and a Davidson syringe, 
which she had used, was lying beside her. An autopsy was made 
the following day. The uterus contained a:feetus of about six 
weeks. The membranes were unruptured, but were detached from 
the walls of the uterus in several places. A similar case occurred 
at St. Louis, some time ago. Another case was reported by Dr. 
Hitchcock, of Michigan, in the Trans. Am. Med. Association, 
1844, p. 81. Death im this instance was supposed to have been 
eaused either by the entrance of air into the circulation, or by 
shock. The post-mortem did not throw much light on the subject. 
—Canada Lancet. 


Potsontna BY RumEx AcrtTosa.—A case of death from pois- 
oning by “svrrel’’ (Rumex Acetosa), is related by D. W. Brod- 
nax, M. D., of Cameron, Milam county, Texas, in the July num- 
ber of the Richmond and Louisville Medical Journal. The pati- 
ent was a boy aged six years, who, in the language of a playmate, 
had eaten ‘ta good deal of sheep sorrel.” Although oxalie acid is 
said by writers on toxicology to be very speedy in its effects, in 
this case it had been twenty-four hours before his parents became 
sufficiently alarmed to call a physician, although he had been com- 
plaining, and his stomach very irritable, with frequent vomiting 
during that time. 


TREATMENT OF BuRNS AND ScaLDs.—Dr. Montgomery, in the 
Pacific Medical and Surgical Journal, speaks highly of the efll- 
eacy of warm and soothing applications in the local tréatment of 
burns and scalds. For that purpose he recommends poultices of 
slippery elm or linseed meal to be applied immediately, and cov- 
ered with oiled silk. He records a number of cases in which this 
treatment was pursued, and with the most satisfactory result. It 
soothes the pain and excludes the:air. 


ANTIDOTE AGAINST CaRBuLIc Acip.—Th. Husemann recom- 
mends sugar-lime, prepared by dissolving 16 parts of white sugar 
in 40 parts of water, digesting with lime for three days, filtering 
and evaporating. 


CHLoRAL IN HypropHosrA.—In the London Lancet, of April 
20, I..D. Sainter, reports a case, which he considers to have been 
hydrophobia, oured by the free use.of chloral. 
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TREATMENT oF GiEET..—Dr.’ Woodson, in the Kansas City 
Medical Jaurnal, recommends deep injections in the treatment of 
this affection. He uses a large sized catheter pierced at the curved 
end with small holes, for the space of 24 or 3 inches, and having 
the eyelets closed. 

This instrument being introduced, the injection is thrown in by 
a strong rubber syringe. The diseased parts can only be reached 
by these means, He also applies small blisters to the perineal 
portion of the urethra. The injections used are Tr. Iodine 1 
drachm to the ounce of water, nitrate of silver 5 grs. to the ounce, 
or Monsel’s solution (Ferri persulphas).—Canada Lancet. 


To Stop THE BLEEDING FROM LEECHES.—Make a ball of cotton 
about the size of a pea; put this pellet of cotton or lint upon the 
wound ; press it down firmly; keep up the pressure for a quarter 
of an hour. Remove the finger cauteously, taking care to let the 
pellet remain.— Druggists’ Circular. 


HyYPOPHOSPHITES IN THE TOOTHACHE oF PREGNANOY. — Dr. 
Sterling believes that the toothache so common in pregnancy re- 
sults from the abstraction from the blood of the salts requisite for 
the construction of the bones of the foetus, and accordingly recom- 
mends one and a half grains of hypophosphites of lime, soda, and 
magnesia, daily. Nashville Jour. Med. 


HyYPERTROPHIED ToNnsILs.+New TREATMENT.—The applica- 
tion of fine needles of chromic acid to the tonsils causes notable 
shrinking of the parts, and is almost without pain or danger. By 
frequent application of this remedy the hypertrophy may be re- 
duced t0 one-half its volume.’ Iodine dissolved in 100 parts of 

lycerine is also injected into the tonsil in some cases,—Dr. 
renkel, in the Berliner Klin’ Woch. 


QuInINE IN CHoLERA.—Professor Bolkin, in the cholera epi- 
demic which took place in St. Petersburg, in 1871, made use of 
the sulphate of quinine, which he administered in doses of 20 to 
30 centigrammes at a time, three or four times a day, and even 
more frequently if the substance was vomited; in many cases he 
also made use of a subcutaneous injection of the remedy. After 
using this remedy.the mortality among his patients fell to 17.8.— 
The Doctor, April 1, 1872. 

A Srmpix Pouttice.—Apply thick wet cloths as dressing and 
cover with waved paper. Greased paper answers this purpose 
pretty well clso, and can always be readily obtained. 
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FRACTURE OF Bask oF SKULL.—A remarkable case of recovery 
after fracture of the base of the skull is reported in the Glasgow 
Medical Journal, for August, 1872, by Dr. Kelly, of Glasgow. 
The patient was 21 years of age. He was injured by the falling 
of a mass of coal, weighing about two hundred weight. Blood 
flowed from his nose, mouth, and left. ear. The latter continued 
about two days, and was followed by total deafness, and the escape 
of watery fluid, which continued about 12 days. The quantity of 
fluid that escaped was estimated at about 144 pints. Twelve weeks 
after the accident all the threatening symptoms had subsided, but 
sensation was deficient on the left side of the face and head, and 
the muscles paralyzed. The left ear was completely deaf, but his 
intelligence was unimpaired. The case is interesting, as showing 
that recovery may take place even in this usually fatal accident.— 
Canada Lancet. 


Uncer oF ConNEA AND’DenTAL Axscrss.—That a diseased 
tooth may be an immediate cause of a corneal ulcer, or an active 
agent in producing'its cure, Dr. C. BE. Wright, of Indianapolis, 
Indiana, (Indianapolis Journal of Medicine, July, 1872), would 
admit. He publishes the case of a lady, aged 40, who had an in- 


dolent round'ulcer on the corner of the right eye, and had been 
subject)to violent paroxysms of toothache and neuralgic pains on 
right half of face and head for months; after proper ophthalmo- 
logical treatment she was advised to consult her dentist, Dr. P. G. 
C. Hunt, who extracted the first upper molar on the right side, 
finding an abscess at the root. The same treatment of the eye 
was continued, and in about three days the eye was well. 


Excision oF THE Hip-Jornt For Morsus Coxarius.—T. Curtis, 
M. D., of Middleport, Ohio, (Medical and Surgical Reporter, 
Aug. 3, 1872), publishes a case of morbus coxarius in which life 
was prolonged by this operation, and believes if the patient had 
been seen two months earlier it would have been much better for 
final recovery. He warmly advocates excision after other means 
have had reasonable time and opportunity to arrest the disease 
without suceess, and where there are no very serious contra-indi- 
cations. 


Errsct oF ETHER ON UTERINE OonTRACTIONS.—At a late meet- 
ing of the Obstetrical Society of Boston, Dr. Abbott (Boston 
Medical and Surgical Journal, August 15, 1872), mentioned a case 
of labor, in whieh uterine contractions ceased after the full use of 
ether; although it has been said that ansesthetics in labor never 
interferes with the expulsive action of the uterus. 
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Carrots versus Tenia.—Dr. Jos. Ganghofer details, in the Kan- 
sas City Medical Journal, the case of a boy, xt. 34 years, who 
was suddenly seized with a craving for carrots, both cooked and 
raw. Persisting in this unnatural appetite, and being allowed to 
gratify it for six weeks, he passed, on the 12th of October, a 
tenia solium of about eleven feet in length, body and head com- 
ing away at the same time. After this, the doctor being consulted, 
he found the little patient suffering from none of the symptoms of 
worms excepting a largely distended abdomen. The free use of 
carrots was recommended, and on the 24th of the same month, 
another worm was passed ; this time a tenia lata, 10 feet long, 
which came away entire, inclusive of the head. After the pass- 
ing of this second specimen, the distention of the abdomen ceased, 
and the morbid craving for carrots-was lost. A few weeks later, 
however, a number of links again appeared in the evacuation. 
The child having no longer any desire for carrots, a little kousso 
was given, and a few more links passed, which ended the difficulty. 
—New Remedies. 


Nitrate of Silver in Local Inflammations.—Dr. George Crow- 
ell commends most highly the application of nitrate of silver in 
local inflammation, such as boils, carbuncles, testitis. In the lat- 
ter disease he applies it in the following manner: The scrotum is 
made to present a tolerably smooth surface of skin over the swol- 
len testicle, which surface is then’ wetted by means of a piece of 
lint previously dipped ‘n water, and the solid nitrate of silver is 
then carefully arid equally applied over the whole surface, suspen- 
sory bandages and rest being enjoined. In from two to six hours 
the pain has disappeared, and after this a gradual diminution of 
the swelling occurs. In boils and similar phlegmons he uses the 
solid stick or the strong solution (20 grs. to the drachm), as origi- 
nally advised by Mr. Jno. Higginbottom.—London Practitioner, 
February, 1872. 


Recovery from Psoas Abscesses after lodide of Potassium.—In 
the Medical Archives for Jaauary, 1872, Dr. C. Du Hadway re- 
ports a case of chronic psoas abscess in which the ingestion of two 
drachms of iodide of potassium was followed by immediate recoy- 
ery of the appetite and healing of the abscess in ten days. 


Chloral as a Local Application in Chaneres.—Dr. Francisco 
Accettella has been using chloral locally, with surprisingly good 
results, in the treatment of very old, obstinate chancres. He 
uses a solution of the strength of 1 to 4 for old cases; for lef 
obstinate ones a weaker solution is employed.—Revue de Thihe 
peut. Medico-chirurgicale, April 1, 1872. 
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Epithelioma, treated by Carbolic Acid and Cured—In the Re- 
vue de Therapeutique Medico-Chirurg., of March Ist, is reported 
a case of epithelioma of the lip, by Dr. Forne, in which a cure 
was effected by the local application of crystalized carbolic acid 
to the sore. 

Dr. Bois (Allgem. m. Centbl., 1870, 90 St.) recommends the 
use of pure carbolic acid in condylomata, which are attacked by 
the acid in all the thickness of their. tissues, and then assumes a 
dullish white color; the neoplasm falls entirely after a single or a 
few applications of the remedy, without leaving behind any ulcer. 
This method of treatment, says the author, is preferable to any 
other. The acid may be used in a liquid form with a:brush ; it 
thas no tendency to extend beyond the diseased parts. When care- 
fully applied; it never ¢auses. any notable inflammation of the 
meighboring parts, nor any, pain worth mentioning. It appears 
that this treatment is radical, for up to this time he has not no- 
ticed any relapse,—The Doctor, March 1. 


Treatment of Hamoptysis by Atomized Perchloride of Jron.— 
F. R. C.S., recommends strongly (The British Med. Jour. of Feb. 
24), the use of liquor ferri perchloridi, one to four of water, with 
the atomizer in hemoptysis, citing an instance of cancer of the 
lungs. 

[The liquor ferri subsulphatis, U. S. P., seems to me to afford 
the most rational and successful method of treating hemoptysis. 
It should be first used of the strength of thirty drops to the 
ounce, and the strength be increased if needed. Generally the 
iron salt is very well borne, and does not excite coughing. A 
saturated solution of alum is less efficient than the iron, but may 
be used when the latter excites irritation.—Ep. N. R.}—New 
Remedies, 


Aconite in Lichen and Prurigo.— 
R.—Ext. Aconite, 
' Ext. Taraxacum, = - - ° aa 1 gramme. 
Make forty pills—one or two to be taken morning and evening. 
The itching soon ceases, and the eruption rapidly disappears. 


Effects of Bromide of Fotassium.—Dr. Julius Levy, of Berlin, 
writes that is bromide of potassium, in drach doses, three times 
aily, is continued for months, a series of boils will be apt to be 
~oduced. He says if some preparation of cinchona be given 


aa the bromide, no boils or other evil sequel will arise.—New 
ether Medical Record. 
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Character and Treatment of Malignant Scrofulous Angina.— 
Dr. Constantin Paul, in a long article published on the above sub- 
ject in L’Union Medicale (number for July 23d), reviews the whole 
question of malignant scrofulous angina, as elucidated by the 
details of twenty cases which he has been able to observe, The 
chief points of the paper may be summed up thus: There does ex- 
ist a malignant ulcerated angina of -a scrofulous nature, the char- 
acters of which are now sufficiently recognized to enable us to 
form a correct diagnosis and to prevent us from pursuing an inju- 
rious mercurial (anti-syphilitic) treatment. Cod-liver oil and the 
general remedies used in scrofula are to be employed. . Locally, 
tincture of iodine and perchloride of iron have not been very suc- 
cessful in Dr. CO. Paul’s hands, but he has found the acid nitrate 
of mercury to be of service.—Lancet, August 10, 1872. 


Injection for Gonorrhea.—Dr. Reynolds (Proceedings College 
of Physicians and Surgeons, Louisville), mentioned that he had 
used the following injection with almost uniform success in a num- 
ber of cases of gonorrhea that he had recently treated. 


R.—Balsam Copaiba, @ SOME Taga teh 0iT Qs ay 
Cryst. Carb. Soda, ao ere ov Ae daycintat, 
Water, - - - - - . OZ. XXX. 


To one part of this emulsion add three parts of water, and in- 
ject through a catheter carried into the urethra four or five inches 
as often as twice or three times.a day. In chronic cases he used 
equal parts of water and the emulsion. 


Milk Fever.—Dr. Scudder (Eclectic Medical Journal), writes : 


‘“‘ Why should your patient suffer little or much from milk fever ? 
when the administration of small doses of aconite, the second and 
third days will prevent it. If the breasts become hard and pain- 
ful, add tu the aconite, tinct. phytolacca, (green root). With these 
T have no fears of mammary inflammation or abscess, or the minor 
ills of caked breasts, or “‘ague in the breast.” 


Excision of the Kidney.—Dr. George A. Peters, it is stated 
(Medical Record, July 15, 1872), removed from a male patient at 
St. Luke’s Hospital, the right kidney for abscess of that organ. 
The result is not given. 


To Prevent Stains from Tincture of Zodine.—lIt is stated that 
a few drops of carbolic acid added to an ounce of tincture of 
iodine will prevent the unsightly stains left by the latter. The 
effect of the iodine is not impaired, 
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CrerEBRO-SpinaL MeEntnaitis. By E. Tefft, M.D., Topeka, 
Kansas.—In the August number of the Herald, hypodermic injec- 
tions of morphia are recommended in cerebro-spinal meningitis, 
with ice to the back of the neck. The injections I have never used, 
and consequently have no personal experience in their operation. 
T have treated my last cases as I do acute rheumatism (and I be- 
lieve this is the true nature of the disease.) 

I gave large doses of quinine and Dover’s powder in the com- 
mencement, alternated with iodo-bromide of calcium (Tilden’s) ac- 
companied by warm fomentations at the base of the brain and 
upper portion of the spine. Thus far this treatment has been at- 
tended with complete success. aan § 

I have just treated one of the most unpromising cases I ever 
saw with the best of results. The child had partial spasms every 
few minutes ; pupils dilated and contracted alternately to the full 
extent; head thrown back, gasping for breath, screaming out with 
agony ; urine scanty ; extremely tender over the base of the brain 
and upper portion of spine; cold feet and hands, and pulse fre- 

uent, small and wiry. 

I had but little hope of success, but treated it as above indicated, 
and it improved from day to day until it got perfectly well. 

I do not know that the iodo-bromide of calcium is any better 
than other articles of the same class, but as it is the one I have 
been using in rheumatic affections more than any other, I used it 
in this case, and like its effects. I saw a report by a doctor in IIli- 
nois, who states that he has cured nearly every case by a similar 
treatment, and from my own experience I do not hesitate to recom- 
mend it to others.—Leav. Med. Herald. 


BLENNORRHAGIC ORcHITIS.—Take of Crystalized nitrate of 
silver, a ae ieee eee se 1 part. 
Distilled ‘water, - - - = - 100 parts. 


Dissolve. Saturate and compress with this solution, and main- 
tain it constantly applied to the affected testicle. According to 
Dr. Mare. Girard this application does not cause pain, but simply 
a feeling of warmth. In about twenty-four hours the pain of the 
orchitis disappears, and in six days generally the cure is complete. 
—L’ Union Medicale. 


TREATMENT OF PHAGEDENIC CHANCRE.—Mr. Pollock, of St. 
George’s Hospital, London, invariably treats this disease by from 
15 to 20 drops of laudanum every four hours, combined in some 
cases with half a drachm of compound spirits of ammonia.—Lon- 
don Lancet, Dec. 16, 1871. 
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THE TREAMENT OF HYPERASTHESIA OF THE VULVA AND VAGINA. 
M. Gueneau de Mussy (Gaz. des Hopitaux, June, 1871) is strongly 
opvosed to the treatment adopted in vaginismus, by Sims, and he 
thinks that the wise combination of therapeutic agents, together, 
if need be, with progressive or sudden dilatation, will often render 
resort to deep incisions unnecessary. He has often obtained the 
most happy results from the action of vaginal suppositories : 


Cacao butter, - - - + - - £=2gram. 
Bromide of Potassium, - 30 centigr. 
Extract of Belladonna,, - - - - 10 « 


This suppository he introduces every night, and its use is con- 
tinued for two or three weeks.—Birmingham Med. Rev., Jan. ’72. 


CoNCENTRATED EMULSION OF ALMoNDS. (M. REYNOLLS.) 
Take of— 


Blanched sweet almonds, 

Sugar, 

Glycerine, each - 30 parts. 
Powdered gum arabic - - 4 parts, 
Water - - $y skis ett 4e 60 parts. 


Reduce to a uniform paste, strain and evaporate at a tempera- 
ture not exceeding 60 deg. F. to the condition of a nearly a solid 
extract. In order to prepare at any time, from this concentrated 
emulsion, the ordinary almond emulsion, add to two drachms of it 
enough simple water, or (more elegant) water of orange-flowers, 
to make an ounce of fluid.—Jour. de Pharm. et de Chim., April, 
1872. 


BREAD MADE WITH SkA-WatTER.—M. Rabuteau calls attention 
to the importance of this article. In the first place it is very 
pleasant eating, also increasing the appetite and stimulating diges- 
tion. On board ship bread so prepared has been found very con- 
ducive to the preservation of health during long voyages. It also 
exerts important medicinal effects, especially in dyspepsia. In 
phthisis and in scrofula the author states it is a powerful adjuvant. 
Pires Times and Gaz., Feb. 8, 1872, from L’ Union Med., Jan. 

, 1872, 


Local APPLICATION OF SULPHATE OF IRON IN PuuEaMasiA Do- 
LyNs.—In the Boston Med. and Surg. Jour., Dr. Crighton strongly 
advocates, in recent cases of phlegmasia dolens, the employment 
of a lotion of from 20 to 80 grains of sulpbate of iron to each 
ounce of water, to be applied as hot as the patient can bear it. 
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Seneca Root—An OLp Remepy Revivep.—Dr. Thomas Bar- 
row, of Baltimore, (Phil. Med. Reporter,) is enthusiastic in praise 
of the root of Polygala Senega in chronic bronchitis, and states a 
number of cases of several years’ standing, which were cured by it 
in a very short time. He prepares it in various ways to suit the 
circumstances of each case. One of his favorite prescriptions is 
this: R. Syrupi senege f oz. iiss.; mist. glycyr. comp. f dr. iv.; 
Tart. ant. et pot. gr. j.; sulph. morph. gr. iij. M. Dose, half a 
teaspoonful every four hours.—Pacifie Med. Journal. 


Brown WATER OF WARLOMONT.—Take of — 


Borex, . - 4 ee es 10 parts. 
Extract of hyoscyamus, - Tiles 
Decoction of mallow roots, - - - 180 * 

Mix. 

Employed in ucerative keratitis, catarrhal ophthalmia, and other 
acute affections of the eye. To apply it, a compress should be 
wet with it (after shaking) and firmly bound on theeye. The 
compress should be kept wet for half an hour and then removed 
for two hours, at the end of which time it should be reapplied as 
before.—Jour. de Pharm. et de Chim., April, 1872. 


Nocturnal‘ INcoNTINENCE TREATED BY CHLORAL.—Dr. Girolamo 
Leonardi (L’Ippocratico, 10th July,).has found chloral useful even 
in adults long affected with nocturnal incontinence of urine, in the 
dose of one gramme dissolved in sixty grammes of water at bed- 
time. The patient isnot to drink much at suppper. He.mentions 
one case of rapid cure in a young scrofulous male, aged 24, and 
another in a boy, aged 7. The cure was without delay.—Doctor. 


DANGER FROM GUTTA-PERCHA CATHETERS.—So many cases 
have occurred of the retention of fragments of gutta-percha cathe- 
ters in the bladder, that; surgeons are discarding such catheters 
entirely from use. They sometimes become brittle and crack like 
glass; or they soften when left in the urethra, and portions are 
retained in the bladder. 


A New Srypric.—Collodion, 100 parts ; carbolic acid, 10 parts ; 
tannin (Pelouse’s), 5 parts; benzoic acid (from gum), 5 parts. 
Mix ingredients in the order above written, and agitate until solu- 
tion is effected. This preparation has a brown color, and leaves 
on evaporation a strong adherent pellicle. It instantly coagulates 
blood, forming a consistent clot, and a wound rapidly cicatrizes 
under its protection.—Med. and Surg. Jour. 
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E.rxir Quinraz Ferri et Strrcunra PHospHatis. 


R.—Quiniz, ~ - - - oe gr. xxx. 
Ferri pyrophosphatis, - - gr Ix. 
Strychnie, oe ee ee 
Acid citrici, - - - : - Yr. XXX. 
Alcoholis, - - . - “ F oz ij. 
Syrupi - - - - f oz iss, 
Aque aurant. flor. - - - -  foziss, 
Glycerine, - - - - .- = foz ij, 
Aque destill.g.s.ad. - - = f oz viiss. 
Aque ammon, - - + - = q& 


Dissolve the iron in f. oz. ss. of water ; mix the syrup, glycerine, 
and orange-flower water, and add to the solution of iron; then add 
oz. 88. of aleohol. Dissolve the quinia, with 5 gr. citric acid, in oz. 
j. water and oz, j. alcohol, by the aid of heat; then mix with the 
iron and syrup solution. Dissolve the strychnia in the remainder 
of the alcohol, and add to the other solution; then add the remain- 
der of the citric acid, in powder, with enough liquid ammonia, until 
it becomes clear, using a little heat after the acid is added. The 
quinia solution must be of the same temperature as the iron when 
added, also with the others when added. This gives a beautiful 
straw-colored elixir, representing about 1 gr. sulphate of quinia. 
1 gr. pyrophosphate of iron, and one-tenth gr. strychnia in the fluid 
drachm.—Cuas. Suivers, JR., Amer. Jour. of Pharm. 


EXTERNAL Uss or Fumine Nitric Actp.—Professor Patruban 
(Memorabilien, June, 1872), says that this heroic caustic is indi- 
cated on account of its rapidity and drying-up of the tissues. It 
stops all effusion of blood, and leaves good scars. He uses it for 
warts and other protuberances of the skin, as condylomata, epulis, 
hemorrhoids, and tumors of the nature of neevus.—Docetor. 


OINTMENT FoR’ Pitxs.—M. F. Guym, of the Necker Hospital, 
Paris, prescribes in painful hemorrhoids an ointment compound of 
one part of extract of belladonna, two of extract of rhatamy, and 
fifteen of lard.—Doctor. 


Morpata IN Diasetes.—Dr. Comfort (Canada Lancet), at a 
meeting of the Ontario Medical Society, mentioned a case’ of dia- 
betes treated by small doses of morphia at regular intervals, prese- 
vered with for about four months, and terminating very satisfacto- 
rily in convalescence, though the quantity of urine passed in 24 
hours had reached eight quarts. 
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EmMENAGOGUE FormuLA.—Dr. Theophilus Parvin, says: A 
good emmenagogue pill in anzmic amenorrhea is composed of 
equal parts of dried sulphate of iron, white turpentine, and aloes, 
The pill may weigh two or three grains, and may be given twice 
or thrice daily, regulating the frequency of repetition and the 
weight of the pill by the condition of the bowels. 

Another efficient emmenagogue pill may be mede of equal quan- 
tities of rue, savine and ergotine, and half as much either of aloes 
or of gamboge. The pill may weigh from three to four grains, 
and two or three may be given three times a day. Apiol, the ac- 
tive principle of parsley, is not held in such high esteem in this 
country as it is in some parts of Europe; partly because it has 
been so little tried, but chiefly because that which is generally 
found in our drug stores is either entirely factitious or else grossly . 
adulterated. ‘Undoubtedly this medicine is one of the safest and: 
most certain of that very uncertain class of medicines, called em- 
Menagogues. 

Faradization—the positive electrode passed into the uterine 
cavity, the negative applied to the hypogastrium—gives oftentimes 
a very prompt success in inducing a sanguineous discharge from 
the uterus; but in order that such result should follow, this means 
should be used only at a time when the other phenomena of. men- 
struation manifest themselves, the flow only wanting.—-Am. Prac’r. 


GRAFTING wiTH Rassit Sx1n.—There have been reported to 
the Paris Academy of Sciences three cases of ulcers in the human 
subject healed by grafting upon them cutaneous particles taken 
from the rabbit. M. Larrey was so pleased with the idea that he 
proposed entering the Report for the prize. Whether the new 
surface produced a growth of rabbits’ fur, we are not informed. 
But why not? And if so, why not put the new practice to profit 
by substituting for the rabbit the Angora goat or some other va- 
riety which will preduce a valuable wool? Baron Munchauson 
did something of this kind, if our memory serves us, with his horse. 
There are some thousands of vagabonds and convicts in California, 
who might be made valuable to the State, or at least who would 
pay for their keeping, if, by the aid of delicate surgery, they were 
set to raising wool.—Pactfic Med. Journal. 


HypRocsLE AND Cysts can be treated by a new method of Mo- 
nod. He takes out some fluid and injects the same quantity of 
alcohol. The injections repeated every fourth day, cause no pain 
nor inflammation. Resorption is effected by altering the fluid— 
Indiana Med. Journal. 
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Action, oF Sopa.—Dr. Scudder, (Eclectic Med. Journal,) re- 
marks: I have just had a case in hand that markedly illustrated 
the specific action of Soda. A young miss of fifteen years, -has 
suffered from a pustular eruption making its appearance every 
Summer in June and continuing until. October. It originated in 
poisoning by Rhus, and h4s been very intractable and painful, and 
has left large scars on the body. 

This year it commenced as usual, in a very severe form, espe- 
cially upon the face and neck, and the mother fearing deformity 
applied to me for treatmént, though medicines and local applica- 
tions had not been of the least benefit. What now should I give 
her, or how should I be guided in selecting a remedy ? 

I gave the patient a careful examination, and the only pro- 
nounced symptom was a broad pallid tongue.. It was the indica- 
tion for Alkalies, and I accordinngly prescribed Bicarbonate of 
Soda, as a general remedy. In ten days the disease was at an 
end, the amendment commenceing within twenty-four hours. 

' I should have used the remedy locally, as I do in recent poison- 
ing by Rhus, but the skin was so irritable that she could not bear 
the weakest solution. 


Liquip SHAMPOo.—Take Bay rum, - - 2} pints. 
Water, - - - w(t pe - 4 pint. 
Glycerine, - - - + = 1 ounce. 
Tinct. of cantharides, - - - 2 drachms. 
Carbonate of ammonia, - . 2 5 
Borax, - - - 4 ounce. 


Dissolve the salts in water and add the other constituents gra- 
dually.—Druggists’ Circular. 


CurE FoR SLEEP-WAKLING.—This troublesome habit. oftentimes 
resists all the common-place plans to break it up. When such is 
the case, Dr. Pelizzo (in the Abeille Medicale) recommends the 
use of bromide of potassium. We tried it in the case of a girl 
who would get up in her sleep, walk about her room, etc., ete. 
About 30 grains daily (morning and evening) effectually cured. 
It is also of good service in the agitated and restless sleep of 
young children.— Med. and Surg. Reporter. 


Migraine.—Dr. Gauchet. recommends the following pills in mi- 
graine during the monthly discharge: chinin. sulph. 3 grammes ; 
pulv. digital. 1, 5 grammes, ft. pil. No. 80, 8., one at bedtime — 
Bul. gen. de Therap. 
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PRUNIN—is the active principle of prunus virginiana. 

Properties. —Stimulant, tonic, expectorant, and, in large doses, 
sedative. 

Employment.—Coughs, colds, incipient phthisis, dyspepsia, hec- 
tic fever, debility, scrofula. 

In diseases arising from disturbances*of the heart it is almost 
specific ; also, in chronic bronchitis, depending upon valvular dis- 
ease of the chambers of the heart. 

This is a valuable stimulant, tonic and expectorant in small re- 
peated doses, and an arterial sedative in large doses; valuable in 
eases of enfeebled digestion, especially in the convalescing stages 
of pneumonia, fevers and other acute diseases; incipient phthivis 
and esthenic forms of dyspepsia. Appropriate in hectic fever, 
giving tone to the cutaneous capillary structure, and restraining 
the tendency to colliquative sweats. It is also useful in hooping 
eough, irritability of the nervous system, and in scrofula, amenor- 
rhea, dysmenorrhea, leucorrhea, etc. Its sedative properties 
are said to be due to the hydrocyanic acid which it yields. 

As a lotion, it is frequently of good service in the treatment of 
ill-conditioned ulcers. 

Dose.—From two to five grains, thrice daily. 


Or of STILLINGIA.—Derived from stillingia sylvatica, or queen’s 
root. This oil is reckoned too acrid for internal use, but when 
administered possesses nearly the same properties as the active 
principle of stillingia. Nevertheless, we have found it of great . 
value when administered, internally, in cases of bronchitis, laryn- 
gitis, defective menstruation, chronic gleet, leucorrhcea, etc. 

Dose.—One drop in water or upon sugar. 

It overcomes spasm and difficulty of respiration, and facilitates 
expectoration ; and, hence, is useful in asthma, hooping cough and 
similar affections. 

For the relief of asthma it may be combined with oil of lobelia. 
Used externally, the oil is an invaluable stimulant, counter-irritant 
and relaxant. 


New Reagent for Bioop.—According to H. Struve, the color- 
ing matter of the blood is best precipitated by tannin, the liquid 
being first rendered strongly alkaline by ammonia or caustic 
potassa. After the addition of the tannin, the liquid is rendered 
acid by a sufficient quantity of acetic acid; the precipitated tan- 
nate of hematin is collected, washed and dried, and,'on treat- 
ment with ammonium chloride and glacial acetic acid, yields 
crystals of hemin.—Detroit Rev. of Med. 
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Use of Diluted Pyroligneous Acid as a Gargle..—Put a tea- 
spoonful of the acid obtained from the shops into a wine-glass of 
water and direct the patient to gargle the throat frequently 
with it. 

In the sore throat caused by exposure, so common throughout 
the country, it generally relieves the soreness and stiffness felt in. 
swallowing very promptly. 

In chronic inflammation, with or without ulceration, of the 
throat, I have found it a very valuable remedy. 

In the sore throat of Scarlatina it has genePally afforded a very 
prompt amelioration of this symptom of the disease. 

In several cases of habitual tonsilitis, by using this gargle freely 
at the commencement of the disease, I have been able to arrest 
the progress of the inflammation and secure a resolution. 

Its use is not unpleasant; it is safe even if used for hours con- 
tinuously, and has an additional advantage in removing the foetor 
of the breath. 


Secondary Syphilis—Dr. D. W. Yandell (Proceedings of Col- 
lege of Physicians and Surgeons), reported a case of syphilis sent 
to him from a neighboring town, where the disease had been con- 
tracted by repeated and prolonged kissing a young woman who: 
had syphilitic roseola, with mucous patches on the inside of the 
cheeks afid lips. There were mucous patches in the mouth, in- 
tense redness of the throat, and a well-marked rash upon the trunk 
of the patient; but no trace whatever of chancre or inguinal in- 
duration had ever been present, according to the testimony of 
the gentleman, who was perfectly reliable. 


Hydrocele.—Mr. Bradley, of Manchester, recommends after the 
liquid of hydrocele is withdrawn, that the testicle of the afflicted 
side should be tightly strapped with soap plaster. In four cases 
in which this was done, complete obliteration of the vaginal sac 
took place, with a consequent radical cure.— Zhe British Medical 
Journal, June 1, 1872. 


A New Adhesive Substance.—Dr. Mellez proposes the follow- 
ing as a substitute for collodion. Dissolve shell-lac in alcohol 
with a moderate heat, in such proportions as to give it the consis- 
tence of jelly. This is simply spread upon suitable cloth. It is 
not so transparent as collodion, nor does it dry so rapidly. 


Morphia and Chioral.—Dr. R. H. Fisher speaks very highly of 
the combined use of morphia and chloral for relief of pain.—Medi- 
cal News, July, 1872. , 
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THE AGENCY OF THE MIND IN DisEase.—Dr. Flint says, in the 
American Practitioner: “ Physicians, sanitarians and moralists 
have of late had much to say respecting the evils of over-exertion of 
the intellect and of mental strain; and there has been much occas- 
ion for speaking of these sources of injury to mind and body in our 
country especially during the past few years. But there is another 
aspect of the etiology of morbid mental conditions concerning 
which much less has been said, namely, deficient exercise of the 
intellectual powers, or insufficient activitv of the mind as a source 
of morbific agences. Observation will, I think, show the evils of 
both body and mind originate quite as often in a want of the pro- 
per action of the intellectual and moral faculties as in their over 
use or excitation. Occupations which employ the intellect are 
likely to prevent inordinate attention to the bodily functions, and 
herein their influence is prophylactic. Abundant illustrations of 
the evils of deficient activity of the mind are to be found among 
those who, under the delusive expectation of enjoying leisure and 
rest, have relinquished pursuits which involved a habitual exercise 
of the mental faculties. 


Modification of Pettenkofer’s Test for Biliary Acids.—M. Stras- 
burg, of Bremen, adds to the urine suspected to contain biliary 
acids a little cane sugar, and dips inta the liquid a slip of filter- 
ing paper. The slip is then dried, and a drop’of pure contentrated 
sulphuric acid is applied to it with a glass rod. If biliary acids 
are present, even in the proportion of 3:100,000, the characteris- 
tic violet coloration makes its appearance after a few seconds.— 
Detroit Rev. of Medicine. 


HyYDROCHLORATE OF AMMoNnIA.—Dr. Spencer Thompson says, 
in the British Medical Journal, that he has found this one of the 
most efficient remedies in portal dropsey, in scruple or half drachm 
doses, tolerably diluted, every six or eight hours. 


Or or StapHysaGRia.—This oil has been obtained by distilla- 
tion from the seeds of the staphysagria, and is more active than 
the seeds themselves in destroying pediculi. 

The oil amounts to as much as half of the weight of the seeds. 
Ether also extracts the oil. Digesting the crushed seeds in hot 
lard makes a splendid ointment for certain skin diseases. 


How Cunpuraneo Curgs Cancer.—Mrs. Mathews, the mother 
of Vice President Colfax, died recently from the cancer which was 
cured a year ago by Cundurango.— Pacific Med. Jour. 








font 
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New Method of Nourishing by the Rectum.—Dr. W. 0. Leube 
states that he, after long experience, has perfected a method of 
feeding by the rectum much superior to the old plans, so that he 
has been able to support a patient for a month, to whom no food 
whatever was given by the mouth. The injection causes no pain, 
but rather a general feeling of bien-faisance, The preparation is 
made as follows: The pancreas of swine or cattle is carefully 
cleaned of fat, and 50 to 100 grammes thereof cut into very 
small pieces. In like manner 150-800 grammes of beef are pre- 
pared. Both substances are then put in a dish with about 50 to 
150 cc. of lukewarm water, and stirred into a thick paste, and 
drawn in a clyster-pipe with wide opening. In many cases to the 
mixture from 25 to 50 grammes of fat may be added, also at times 
some starch. An hour before using this clyster one of pure water 
should be administered to clean out the small intestines— 
Deutsches Archiv fur klinische Medicin, March 15, 1872. 


Antacid for Heartburn.— 
R.—Potasse Subcarbonat, - - ~~ 


Spirit. Lavand. Comp, -~— - as dr. jj. 
Sacchar. Alb, <  s s e+) dhe 

Tinct. Opii., —- atl ee - . gtt> xxx. 
Aque, - - os - - - 0%. iii ss, 


M. S.—Tablespoonful as required.—Dr. B.'S. Thompson, in 
American Practitioner. 


Cotton Wool as a Dressing.—Dr. Wm. Warren Greene com- 
mends cotton wool very highly as a dressing for wounds. He uses 
it in a way similar to that or M. Guerin.—Boston Med. and Surg. 
Journal, May, 1872. 


Enlaryed Testicle—Dr. D. Hayes Agnew used the following 
for indolent enlargement of the testicle, supposed to be strumous. 
The man was ordered to take oz. ss. ol. morr., with gt. xv. syr. 
ferri iodidi after each meal; also, arsen. iodidi gr. 1-18 t.d. Lo- 
cally to apply. 
R.—Ext. Belladonna, 
Ung. Hydrarg., 
‘*  Todine, 
“ Adipis, - - ‘aa dr. ij.—M. 
If the ointment irritates the skin, it may be further diluted.— 
Med. and Surg. Reporter. 


Urea in Bile.—Popp finds that urea is a constant constituent 
of bile. The bile of the pig seems to contain it in larger quan- 
tity than that of the ox. 
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Emulsion of Turpentine.—I. Winchele Forbes highly commends 
.(American Journal of Pharmacy) the following method : 

First. Pour the turpentine into a two-ounce vial, and shaking 
80 a8 to coat the inside of the vial with a film of turpentine ; this 
is to prevent the action of the moisture usually present. . 

Secondly. Tadd one seruple powdered acacia, and mix thor. 
oughly with the oil. 

Lastly. Half a fluid ounce of water is added, and the whole is 
wellshaken. A perfect emulsion is the result, requiring less time 
for its preparation than to read the foregoing directions. The 
bottle may then be filled up with mucilage, or, according to my 
experience, a better product is obtained with water simply. 

The deviation from the letter of the law in regard to the gum 
strength of the emulsion needs no apology to the practical phar- 
macist, as the sole object in view is to emulse the oil, and it will be’ 
found that ten grains to the fluid ounce of emulsion will afford a 
produet superior in all respects (especially in fluidity), to one con- 
taining more gum, and more nearly approaching the peculiar 
characteristics of that most perfect of all emulsions—cow’s milk. 


Formula for Dyspepsia of Debauchees.—Dr. James R. Wood's 
formula is commended by Dr. B.S. Thompson (American Prac- 
titioner, July, 1872). It isas follows: - 


sail > aa Aromat. - - - \ an ox, ij. 
upulin, - - : “ 
Tinct. Cardamom, - - - - + 0%, 88. 


M. 8.—A teaspoonful as required. 
Carbolic Acid in Whooping-Cough.—Dr. C. Glen Bott has 


found carbolic acid to have wonderful power in arresting whoop- 
ing-cough. He gives 3; to 35 of a drop freely diluted with water 
every four hours to a child eight years old, or in some cases } of a 
drop three times a day to a child four years old.— Medical Times 


and Gazette, June 29, 1872. 


Oxalate of Potash in Peritonitis.— Two cases of peritonitis 
with purulent effusion, the pus discharging itself by the umbilicus, 
have been reported this year to the Medico-Chirurgical Society of 
Liege, as resulting successfully. Other cases have also been re- 
ported, in which small doses of oxalate of potash in mucilage were 
given every hour, with the best results, the patients being perfetly 
and speedily restored to health.” 

Acid of the Tomato.—According to S. D. McElhenie (Journal 
of Pharmacy), the acids of the tomato are citric, oxalic, malic, and 
tartaric in very small quantity. 
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Sick Headache.—Dr. Nunneley advises, in hemicrania or ner- 
vous sick headache, drachm doses of the aromatic spirits of am- 
monia with ten-grain doses of the chloride of ammonium, to be 
given as soon as the attack begins, and to be repeated every twenty 
minutes or half hour for two, three or four doses, and then at 
longer intervals; or tincture of nux vomica, in doses of two min- 
ims every quarter of an hour for two or three hours, afterwards 
at longer intervals. A few doses of one or other of these medi- 
cines may cut short a commencing sick headache. He also advises 
hydrate of chloral at bed-time, and bathing the head with hot or 
cold water, aceording to the patient’s wish. m 

Dr C. Allbutt advises bromide of potassium in sick headache 
{neuralgia), especially when in connection with uterine or ovarian 
disease ; he considers hemicrania to be a neuralgia of the trigem- 
inal nerves, and advises, in order to cut short an attack, twenty to 
sixty grains of nitrate of ammonia; as tonics, he gives arsenic the 
first, and strychnine the second place, and he advises.the daily or 
tri-weekly use of the continuous current. 

Dr. W.S. D. Williams states that the use of tineture or extract 
of cannabis indica daily during the intervals has proved very 
successful. 


Cholera Infantum.—Dr. Scudder, (Eclectic Medical Journal), 
speaking of having employed various methods of treatment unsuc- 
cessfully, remarks: Then came the treatment by aconite alone, 
with quinine inunction, when I was almost ready to cry Eureka. 
To this was soon added nux vomica to stimulate the sympathetic, 
and ipecac as a special remedy for the disease of mucus mem- 
branes, and I felt satisfied that I had a rational treatment for 
cholera infantum. 

For eight years it has been a success, in the treatment of hun- 
dreds of cases in my own practice, and in thousands of cases in 
the practice of other physicians, since it was published. And to- 
day, I feel that I could risk the entire subject of ‘‘Specific Medi- 
cation”’ on this alone. 


The “Rhubarb Bitters.” — 
R.—Tinct. Rhei Dulce. 
Tiact. Cinchon. Comp. 
Tinct. Gentain Comp., aa, dr. vj. 
Tinct. Leptandrin, 
Tinct. Nux Vomica, oS oe @ ii ei Se 
Water, enough tomake - - oz. vj.—M. 
Dose, a tablespoonful three times a day. Tonic, alterative, 
stomachic, carminative, laxative. 
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Editorials, Correspondence and Miscellancons, 
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B&F"Should any of our Subscribers or Exchanges fail to get THe ComPANION 
regularly, they will confer a favor by notifying us of the fact. 

kes Our Mailing Clerk will faithfully forward Toe Comranron. Subscribers 
will please notify Post-masters that jt will reach their offices, if not lost on the way 
between the 15th and 20th of every month. Should it fail to come, after a reason- 
able time, notify the Editors, and it will be sent. 

Bas We respectfully solicit Original Articles, Reports of Societies, Clinics 
Home and Foreign Correspondence, News, ete., etc., of interest to medica 


readers. 
8&5" To insure publication, articles should be practieal, brief as possible, and 


carefully written, on ONE side of the paper. Articles should be received by the 
15th of one month to insure publication in the next. (@§” Friends, send in your 
articles. “@3@ 

Ba All Subseribers and others will please write their names, post-offices, coun- 
ty and State plainly. 8@3" Remember, this is now required by the Post-Master 
General. 


OUR ORIGINAL DEPARTMENT. 

Our readers will be pleased, we think, with the Original Artieles in the pres- 
ent number. We hope these friends will continue to favor us and our readers. 
We will always be glad to hear from them. We take this oceasion to invite our read- 
ers and friends everywhere to send us communications, Friends, will you not 
remember this request, and write often? We hope so. 


THE LATE FIRE IN BOSTON, 

As our readers know a most destructive fire has swept away a large portion of 
the business portion of the city of Boston. We -incerely hope our cotemporaries 
of that city—The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, The Journal of the 
Gynecological Society, The Journal of Chemistry, and Good Health Journal 
have escaped. 

We are glad to learn that Messrs. Codman & Shurtleff, who are advertisers in 
our Journal, have escaped. While we and they sympathize with those who were 
not so fortunate, we rejoice with our friends above that they came through without 
loss. They therefore, assure our readers of their facilities for meeting their wants, 
and the desire to do so to their entire satisfaction, remains undiminished. 
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KIND WORDS AND SUGGESTIONS FROM FRIENDS. 


We publish the following extracts because we feel that these 
“kind words” have done us good, and we hope and believe they 
will do our readers good. We desire, earnestly, to make the 
CoMPANION as much the journal of our readers as it is that of the 
Editors. We wish all of them to feel that it is their journal; that 
through it they can always speak. Kind words and suggestions 
are ever welcome from our friends : 


“LET US HAVE PEACE.” e 


“The glory and prosperity of the CompaNron lies in its former 
popular style of articles and the brevity, and great variety of them. 
Play to the tune of a simple English style, brevity and plenty of 
articles, and you will find the richest ‘‘California diggings.” 

“Wishing you health, strength and prosperity. God’s bless- 
ings, yours, etc.” > 


We thank the distinguished writer for the above kind ex- 
pressions and his wholesome advice. The ComPaANron will devote 
itself to “brevity and plenty of articles” in the future, which we 
are glad to know has given it “glory and prosperity.” The 
present number, we think, will bear testimony to our efforts in 
this direction. 


‘“‘ Your letter to the editor of the “Largest Medical Journal in 
America,” published in the September number, is sufficient. Say 
no more. We are all satisfied, in our city, that no one connected 
with the CoMPANION would have a franchise changed without the 
consent of the corporators, forge a letter or make a misstatement to 
get in or out of a trouble, not even to be made Emeritus Profes- 
sor. Do your best to get up the most practical and useful journal 
in America, and you will have no further trouble.” ies 


WE assure our brother co-laborer we are “law-abiding” men. 
He and all friends may rely upon the truth of all statements made 
in the Companion. If any statement is not in strict harmony 
with fact, we will take the greatest pleasure in making the correc- 
tion—as we desire simply to tell the truth and nothing more. We 
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are glad we are so fully understood, and our object so generally 
appreciated. Having no disposition to discuss “taste” or any 
personal issues, we shall, in the future, seek to make the Com- 
PANION all that its friends may desire. 


“‘ We are more and more pleased with the Companion. Pledge 
yourself to print it on better paper and mail it punctually, and 
you will double your list of subscribers by the time you can get 
out the January number. I am certain every subscriber can and 
will send ¥ou one new one if you will do as I have suggested. 
I will promise five. We must have one independent Southern 
Journal. If you can’t send specimen numbers, send Circulars to 
our Northern and Western brethren. I know they will help us.” 


WE can get up the Companion in the very best style—with the 
best material and paper—if our friends will second the efforts of our 
Virginia correspondent. Let every gentleman who is now a sub- 


scriber, and who feels an interest in the CoMPANION, and desires 
to have it improved, adopt the suggestions above and send in the 
names of all new subscribers at once. This is necessary, as we 
wish to know the number of copies to be struck; and it is impor- 
tant every subscriber should commence with the beginning of the 
volume. Go to work, friends, and procure at least one new sub- 
scriber, and as many more as possible, and we will pledge our- 
selves to make our best efforts to furnish a journal punctually 
every month worth more than the subscription price, and at the 
end of the year the most practical, useful and valuable volume 
ever published in this country. 
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General and Differential Diagnosis of Ovarian Tumors, with Spe- 
cial Reference to the Operation of Ovariotomy, and Occasional 
Pathological and Therapeutical Considerations. By Washing- 
ton L. Atlee, M. D. With thirty-nine illustrations. Philadel- 
phia: J. B. Lippincott & Co., 1878. Through Phillips & Crew, 
Atlanta, Georgia——through whom orders may be sent. 


Ovariotomy, truly, has “taken a position among the established 
operations of surgery,’’ and among those who have contributed to 
thus “establish” it, none rank higher than the author of the 
treatise before us. ‘The book,” he writes, ‘‘is a mere transcript 
of his own clinical experience, recorded at the moment of exami- 
nation, and comprises the result of observations continuously pur- 
sued since the year 1843.” The author gives the general diag- 
nosis of ovarian tumors, with cases: ascites; peritoneal cysts, or 
cysts of the broad ligament; other cystic tumors of the abdomen; 
dermoid tumors: pregnancy; pregnancy coexisting with ovarian 
dropsy; tumors of the uterus; retroversion of the uterus; reten- 
tion of the menstrual fluid; dropsy of the amnion ; enlargement 
of the adbominal viscera; distention of the urinary bladder; accu- 
mulation of feces in the intestines; accumulation of gas in the 
intestines; inflammatory deposits in the pelvic and abdominal 
cavities; pelvic tumor and abscess; spinal curvature, lumbar or 
psoas abscess; malignant tumors of the abdomen; rectocele and 
cystocele ; hypertrophy of the abdominal wall; adhesions; pathol- 
ogy of cystic tumors of the ovary; dropsical fluids of the abdo- 
men; their physical properties; chemical analysis; microscopic 
appearance of and diagnostic value; based on the examination of 
several hundred specimens, 

The book will be highly prized by surgeons and physicians gen- 
erally, and we are pleased to know that the author intends to fol- 
low this by a second volume, comprising cases and their man- 
agement. 


Evolution of Life. By Henry C. Chapman, M.D., Member of 
the Academy of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia. J. B. Lippin- 
cott & Co.: 1878. Through Phillips & Crew, Atlanta, Ga. 


The design of the author is to bring together a condensed vie¥ 
of the evidences for the theory that the animal and vegetal 
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worlds have been very gradually developed or evolved, as distin- 
guished from the hypothesis of their sudden, special creation. In 
attempting to do this, the author places before the reader “the 
most important generalizations in reference to the structure of 
plants and animals, their petrified remains, and mode of develop- 
ment, and attempts to point out how the theory of the Evolution 
of Life follows from the acts of anatomy, geology and embryology.” 
In other words, the author, in as popular manner as possible, at- 
tempts to support and defend the views of Mr. Darwin on the 
Origin of the Species, 

The doctrine of Hvolution, as we understand it, is founded upon 
a theoretical tripod: First, the nebula hypothesis of La Place, 
which accounts for the formation of worlds and systems of worlds 
from nebula, or fire-mist, the gradual condensation of which, in 
our planetary system, constituted the sun, from which, in some 
eruptive convulsion, the various planets were thrown off into space, 
and around which they have ever since revolved, losing their heat 
and becoming condensed. At some remote period after this con- 
densation, vegetable life spontaneously sprung into existence, and 
from which, in succeeding ages, animal life was evolved. So we 
have the second hypothesis—the doctrine of spontaneous genera- 
tion—a theory to show the natural origin of life from the simpler 
kinds of organisms; and, third, the doctrine of the transmutation 
of species, or the gradual evolution of a few simple species spon- 
taneously produced, from which, by “the survival of the fittest,” 
or by “natural selection,” the higher order of plants and animals 
sprung. 

To say we believed all this, would be equivalent to saying we 
rejected the Mosaic record of creation. The adherents of the 
evolution theory of life would have us agcept their theories at no 
less a sacrifice—a sacrifice which, in its completeness, would rob 
the world of a Divine Revelation, and the Christian of his 
Saviour. 

The doctrine of the Evolution of Life is not only opposed to 
Revelation, but to Science—for it is only a speculation, which the 
mass of scientific men reject. Among these, we call to mind 
Agassiz, Miller, Sedgewick, Brewster, and the younger Herschell. 
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“So-called” Science, in its efforts to overthrow Revelation, is 
a most dangerous and treacherous guide. How shall we judge it? 
By its past, The facts of science we receive, but we utterly re- 
ject the theories built upon them. We ask, have scientists never 
embraced the emptiest speculations? Have they not been, again 
and again, forced to disown theories for which they fought and 
urged as true? Has there been no wrangling among the philoso- 
phers of the world? When man attempts to study man—man 
who can be handled, ‘during life and after death—is he always 
correct in his interpretations of the facts he discovers? Let the 
exploded theories of physiologists answer; let the theories of 
practice, which have been as various and conflicting as possible, 
answer! If the most sagacious blunder in the investigations 
of himself, how shall he succeed in unfolding to man the most 
difficult of all studies—aside from the Mosaic record—that of 
his origin ? 

We are told that Mathematics is an exact science, and yet 
mathematicians have ridden their hobbies with their differentials 
and integrals! If it is so with Mathematics, shall we be surprised 
that Geology, the veriest infant among the sciences, should be 
tortured by the silly speculations of its votaries? True science 
has ever borne testimony to the truth of Revelation, and, although 
the scientist and the theologian have traveled different roads, 
they both meet, at Jast, at the Source of all Truth—in God. 

In opposition to the evolution theory of life, Agassiz writes: 
“T wish to enter my earnest protest against the transmutation 
theory. It is my belief that naturalists are chasing a phantom in 
their search after some m2terial gradation among created beings, 
by which the whole animal kingdom may have been derived by 
successive development from a single germ, or from a few germs. 
I confess that there seems to me a repulsive poverty in this mate- 
rial explanation that is contradicted by the intellectual grandeur 
of the Universe. I insist that this theory is opposed to the pro- 
cesses of Nature, as we have been able to apprehend them,” 

The work of Dr. Chapman contains a multitude of facts—facts 
upon which he attempts to support his belief of the evolution of 
life. When however, he departs from his facts, and plunges into 
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the mists of speculation, we pause in our admiration of the facts 
to lament over his folly. As an example of this, we will exhibit 
one trunk of his ‘seventh tree.”’ Looking for our ancestry, he 
points us, first, to the monotremata; then to marsupials; opos- 
sums; half-apes; lemur; monkeys; simiz (man-like monkeys) ; 
extinct money-like man; man. 


As before remarked, the work is replete with facts, and, how- 
ever much we do condemn the evolution theory, yet it will afford 
the reader much wholesome instruction, and an insight into one 
of the flightiest and wildest speculations of the age. The book is 
handsomely bound, and the letter-press is unsurpassed. 


The Ten Laws of Health; or, How Disease is Produced and Can 
be Prevented. By J. R. Black, M.D. Philadelphia: J. B. 
Lippincott & Co., 1872. 


This is a very readable and instructive work, designed for both 
the physician and the non-professional reader. The ten laws laid 
down—rather arbitrarily, many may think—are fully discussed, 
and inculcate wholesome hygienic rules, the observance of which, 
by the people, would be of the greatest importance. The physi- 
cian will find in them many valuable suggestions, which he can 
employ for the good of his constituency. The ten laws discussed 
by the author are as follows: Breathing of pure air—violation 
and results; adequate and wholesome food and drink—violation 
and results; adequate out-door exercise—violation and results; 
adequate and unconstraining covering for the body—violation and 
results; the exercise of the sexual function only for, and no inter- 
ference with, the natural course of reproduction; a habitation in 
the climate for which the constitution of the body is adapted; 
pursuits which do not cramp or overtask any part of the body, or 
subject it to irritable and poisonous substances; personal cleanli- 
ness; tranquil states of the mind, and adequate rest and sleep; 
no intermarriage of near blood relations. To each of the laws 
the author devotes a chapter, and “on the mode of observing”’ 
each law a chapter. It is well written, and the work finely 
printed. 
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Practical Lessons in the Nature and Treatment of the Affections 
Produced by the Contagious Diseases, with an Account of the 
Primary Syphilitic Poison, and of its Communicability, based 
on Extensive, Direct and Comparative Observation of the Dis- 
eases in both Sexes; with an Appendix on the Recent Report 
of the Royal Commission on how the Contagious Diseases act, 
and its Application to the Voluntary Hospital System. By 
John Morgan, A. M., M. D., University of Dublin. With plain 
and colored Illustrations. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott & 
Co., 1872. 


The author has furnished an exceedingly interesting work, of 
“moderate dimensions, illustrated, and of a reasonable price.” 
In fact, he has placed an excellent work on the ‘‘ Contagious Dis- 
eases’? within the reach of the humblest practitioner. Want of 
space forbids an elaborate notice, yet we feel bound to say that the 
author has “shown that disease can be produced from the contact 
and admission of a secretion unconnected with any local sore, but 
dependent on constitutional taint.” 

The work is handsomely illustrated, and should be in the hands 
of all practitioners, being, to our thinking, the very best work, 
for them, before the profession. 


Hand-Book of Compound Medicines; or, the Prescriber’s and 
Dispenser’s Vade-Mecum. By Arnold J. Cooley. Philadel- 
phia: J. B. Lippincott & Co., 18738. 


This is a work of 219 pages, and one of the most valuable and 
comprehensive of its class. Printed in small type and compact, 
it presents a mass.of information nowhere else to be found in one 
volume. The work is divided into two parts. Part I contains: 
Pills, boluses, globules, grains and granules, pharmacopeeal, hos- 
pital and magistral, their preparations, formule, doses, leading 
uses and synonyms, including quack medicines. Part II contains: 
Mixtures, pharmacopceal, hospital and magistral, their preparation, 
formule, doses, leading uses and’ synonyms, including quack 
medicines. 


The Transactions of the American Medical Association. Volume 
XXIII. Philadelphia: Printed for the Association. 


This is a fine volume, and one we think the Association will be 
proud of. We will not attempt an extended notice, as want of space 
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preculdes our doing the volume justice. We hope our readers 
will procure a copy and read it for themselves. The Permanent 
Secretary, Dr. W. B. Atkinson, deserves the thanks of the Asso- 
ciation and the profession for the handsome manner in which the 
volume is gotten up. A more genial and excellent gentleman is 
difficult to find. Those desiring copies will address him at 


Philadelphia. 





LITERARY NOTICES. 





LipprncoT?’s Macazinz, for December, is, as usual, well filled 
with entertaining and instructive articles, some of which are finely 
illustrated. The table of contents is very rich and attractive. 
Among these we observe an article entitled, “Nurse and Patient,” 
from the pen of that distinguished American physician, S. Wier 
Mitchell, M. D.,—an article that will prove instructive to all 
classes of readers. Lippincott’s Magazine is elevated in tone, is 
exceedingly well edited and beautifully printed. It is a pleasure 
toread it. Price $4 per annum: 


APPLETON’S JOURNAL, always fresh and spicy, is a general 
favorite. With a large corps of writers, and copiously illustrated, 
its weekly visits are welcomed by hundreds of readers every- 
where. Edited with great ability, and unsurpassed in typographi- 
cal appearance, it is a treat and luxury to the reader to sccure it. 


Price, $4 per annum. 


HEARTH AND Home, the family illustrated weekly, is unsur- 
passed. Elevated in moral tone, pure in sentiment and faithful 
in all things, it becomes both a teacher and a friend in the family 
circle. Besides the large amount of reading matter, news, etc., 
its stories are excellent, and its illustrations are “legion.” <A 
beautiful “Chromo” will be given each subscriber for 1873. 


Orange Judd & New York. Price, $4 per annum. 

















The Georgia Medical Companion. 711 


Screntiric AMERICAN.—This is a weekly journal of practical 
information, Art, Science, Mechanics, Chemistry and manufac- 
tures. It is an invaluable journal to the inventor and one and all 
cannot fail to be read with pleasure. Many of the most useful 
inventions of the day are illustrated and described in its pages. 
Munn & Co., No. 87, Park Row, New York. Price, $3 per 


annum. 


THE ILLUSTRATED RECORD AND ReEposiTory—Is one of the 
largest, best and finest pictorial papers published. It is pure, 
high-toned, and contains the choicest of American and Forcign 
literature. Specimen copy, ten cents. Send for it—address, 
Illustrated Record and Repository, P. O. Box 2141, New York. 


Kixnp Worps—Is a charming little paper, finely illustrated and 
devoted to the religious training of children. It is conducted by 
that accomplished christian gentleman, Rey. 8. Boykin, Memphis, 
Tennessee. Parents, send for Kind words. It will do your chil- 
dren good and they will thank you for it. 





ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT. 





We have ever held the opinion that a Medical Journal can never 
fully accomplish its great mission in meeting the wants and 
demands of the profession, if conducted independently of an ad- 
vertising department. The materials of the profession—the books, 
instruments, chemicals, drugs and the many surgical appliances— 
are as necessary, to fully prepare and equip the physician for his 
combat with disease, as are the implements and appliances of the 
soldier in a well organized army. Lither to be made effective and 
efficient must be properly and judiciously equipped. Hence the 
importance of an advertising department conjoined with profes- 
sional literature to which, as well as the literature itself, the phy- 
sician may at all times appeal for aid and intelligent direction. 
Physicians should exert a controlling influence over all who con- 
tribute to his wants in demanding the very best material with 
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which to equip themselves. These are but his servants, meeting 
his demands in a struggle, the most momentous, in the interests 
of humanity. 

Druggists and all others should be required to come up fully to 
the demands of the profession in furnishing pure drugs, etc., 
otherwise the efforts of the physician will be abortive and the 
humane objects of his science annulled. Never before, in the 
history of medicine have the shelves of the druggist contained more 
“quack preparations” and adulterations of medicines; and the 
temptation to sell these, because pecuniarily more profitable, is so 
great that we fear too many take the “thirty pieces of silver’ and 
betray the cause they are sworn to protect. 

The fault has not always been so much that of the druggist as 
the uninformed physician who “buys cheap” and dispenses these 
inferior drugs. Physicians can, and should create a demand for 
pure drugs only, and within the scope of our acquaintance with 
druggists, we know of no one who will not willingly and cheer- 
fully order the purest drugs from any house the physician may 
desire, The fault then, is with the Doctor, at last—in neglecting 
to inform himself, and in ordering or requesting the druggist to 
keep on hand the drugs and chemicals of the best houses. 

The fault shall not be ours if our readers are not informed on 
a subject no less important than that strictly medical. Our ad- 
vertising pages will point the physician to reliable houses from 
which he may supply his wants. No house, other than reliable, 
shall find admission in our columns, knowingly. Hence we call 
the attention of our readers to our Advertising Department, where 
they will find.a variety of advertisers willing to suppry their wants. 
With the new volume, in January next, we hope to so enlarge 
this department of our journal as to make it a complete advertis- 
ing reference when every professional reader may select houses 
from which to draw his materials and feel secure in so doing. 

In the January nmber we will give our readers the special ad- 
vantages of our advertising patrons and their claims to all who 
deal, need, or require anything in their special lines of business. 
We will also direct attention to book-houses, and from time to 
time speak of books sent us for examination. 








